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EDITORIAL 


Repentance 


Christianity is a religion of orderly sequence. 
While few Christians rationalize their experience 
of salvation it is nevertheless a fact that such 
salvation is dependent on and subsequent to cer- 
tain spiritual experiences. Without these experi- 
ences salvation is impossible. This does not mean 
that the emotions must be unduly stirred—al- 
though they usually are. Nor does it mean a clear 
intellectual understanding of the processes experi- 
enced, certainly not for “babes in Christ.” 


But, the process of the new birth is just as 
definite as the stages of labor, understood by 
the obstetritian and experienced by woman at 
delivery. 


We use the expression, new-birth, because one 
does not possess salvation until he is born again. 


All mankind is born in sin, at enmity with God 
and as a sinner out of Christ is eternally lost. So, 
the first step in salvation is a realization of sin, 
with a repentance for that sin. This repentance is 
an act of the will whereby we are conscious of 
our sin and that it is grievous to God. With this 
there must go hand in hand faith in Jesus Christ, 
turning to Him to deliver us from the guilt and 
punishment for sin, 


Repentance is not the feeling of doing God a 
favor. It is not sorrow or concern over the conse- 
quences of sin. It is sorrow for sin itself, because 
it is displeasing to God and until repented of and 
turned from separating us from Him. 


Repentance is the foundation step towards sal- 
vation. Until the awfulness of sin is somewhat 
borne in on our consciences the need of a Savior 
remains a theoretical subject. No man has ever 
lived who does not need to cry out, “God be 
merciful to me a sinner.’ Until we do this we 
do not know ourselves, nor can we appreciate 
the wondrous love of the One Who came as our 
Savior. 


“For godly sorrow worketh repentance to sal- 
vation not to be repented of.’ —L.N.B. 


| 


What Next? 


The public statement of Mrs. Harper Sibley, 
President of the American Council of Church 
Women, approving intermarriage between Ne. 
groes and whites came as no surprise to those 
who are aware of what is taking place behind 
the scenes. That this came to the fore at the 
recent meeting at Buck Hill Falls is fortunate. 


Several years ago we wrote an editorial, “Race 
Relations, Whither?” in which we pointed out 
that the inevitable end of the program now being 
fostered by some leaders would be intermarriage 
between the races. 


We are so wholeheartedly behind every desire 
and program which seeks to eliminate the injus- 
tices and humiliations which have been reaped 
upon our Negro brethren that we deeply resent 
the lack of judgment and common sense exhibit- 
ed by Mrs. Sibley and those who share her view; 
a position which will jeopardize sane Christian 
efforts to right wrongs and better race relations. 


There are those within our Church who have 
taken this position and who have stated that inter- 
marriage is the ultimate and desirable goal. Some 
of our young people, as well as some older groups, 


have had this presented to them in group dis- 
cussions. 


In our judgement the General Assembly will 
be wise to adopt a clear statement on this sub- 
ject, one which will be a guide and directive to 
those who use the name of the Church to teach 
“better race relations.” The leadership of the 
Committee on Christian Relations will also be wise 
to clarify its position on this matter, Unless and 
until this is done the great body of Christian 
people who are now working for happier relations 
with our Negro brethren and who are seeking to 
right wrongs which have gone unchallenged en- 
tirely too long will exercise a more discerning 
examination of both leaders and their programs. 


It is imperative that both Negro and white 
Christian leaders recognize and agree that the 
solution of and pattern for ultimate inter-race 
relationships does not include intermarriage. We 
say this in love and consideration for all com 
cerned. N.B. 











Feb. 15, 1949 


— 





Every Cause For 
Encouragement 


Some folks, as they look at conditions in the 
church and in the world, are easily discouraged 
and for no good and sufficient reason. The word 
of God wages war perpetually against faintheart- 
edness and despondency of all sorts. As long as a 
man or a cause is reasonably certain that it is on 
God’s side, well may the promise be plead, “If 
God be for us, who can be against us.” 


Church union, or the lack of it, has dis- 
couraged some. We were told some time back 
of a synod that might secede if we did not unite. 
Perhaps others are discouraged because of the 
five-year truce and its apparent futility. We 
would make bold to remind them of Isaiah’s cau- 
tion as God’s spokesman, “‘Let the people renew 
their strength,” for there is yet much that re- 
mains to be done. Spurgeon, in commenting on 
Joshua 1:7, “Only be thou strong and very 
courageous,” has this appropriate word, ‘“‘This dis- 
ease of doubtfulness and discouragement is an 
epidemic which soon spreads amongst the Lord’s 
flock. One downcast believer makes twenty souls 
sad. Moreover, unless your courage is kept up, 
Satan will be too much for you. ... He who sows 
in hope shall reap in joy; therefore, dear reader, 
“Be thou strong and very courageous.” 


The Southern (Presbyterian Evangelical Fel- 
lowship will endeavor to strengthen the hands 
and hearts of all who seek to deliver a real testi- 
mony for the Evangelical faith in America and 
in any denomination. The great doctrines of the 
reformed faith still stand. They have been the 
bedrock of every great spiritual movement with- 
in the church for the past four hundred years. 
The Holy Spirit’s might has not waned. The 
gospel is ever “the power of God unto salvation.” 
The essential truths of the incarnation are still 
believed by millions on both sides of the Atlantic 
and Pacific, even if there are those who would 
water down the supernatural miraculous elements 
of revealed truth. 


Let no one flee the church of his nativity to 
join with some other group that appears to be 
more doctrinally pure or more separated from 
the world. This is an easy escape but a poor one. 
Certainly this should never be resorted to except 
under extreme circumstances. Suppose conflict 
arises within our new alliances,—then where can 
we go? We love our sister denominations and can 
move along with them in any cooperative effort 
that is loyal to the eternal word of God. Most 
emphatically however, we do not believe it is wise 
to quickly make such changes in membership for 
we will soon discover that vast problems face 
all of these other groups and no one can escape. 


“Having done all to stand,” is not a word of 
desperation. If my Northern friends, especially, 
will pardon this somewhat pointed barb, it may 
serve to illustrate the point. I had a great-uncle 
Who fought in the Battle of Cold Harbor near 
Richmond, Virginia. He was a natural born soldier 
and a crackshot. Along with a stout-hearted bunch 
of Southern boys who knew how to aim their 
guns well, they stopped the march of the Yankees 
abruptly within a distance, so I am, told, of just 
a hundred yards. The other day I read the com- 
ment that General Grant said the Battle of Cold 
Harbor was the only battle he ever regretted 
having fought. No wonder he did. We are not 
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fighting the North now nor the East, nor the 
West, but unbelief, compromise with the truth 
and every other denial of God’s supernatural 
word and its glorious content of a divine re- 
demption. 


Furthermore, it is aggressive Christianity that 
we need. It is a positive spiritfilled testimony 
from pulpit, pew, classroom and out in the marts 
of trade. It is the building of new chapels, the 
opening of new preaching points and evangelizing 
the lost wherever we can. The church is living in 
a great day and she must not miss her oppor- 
tunity of condemning all social evils, the liquor 
traffic, improper racial discriminations and the 
like. She has a crusade for righteousness and 
the gospel banner must be boldly planted every- 
where. The best defense of Christianity is to pro- 
pagate it. The Program of Progress offers us a 
channel and the Holy Spirit the stimulus for such 
a task. May we be anointed afresh for reaping 
in the whitened fields of opportunity ripe for the 
harvest. Let no one, therefore, be Se. 





Robbed!! 


If a merchant bought and paid for a bill of goods 
and on delivery found that the goods was of 
inferior quality and not what he had contracted 
for, he would not only feel that he had been 
cheated, he would probably start proceedings to 
secure an adjustment. 


We have just examined twenty-four folders 
published by The Bethany Press, of St. Louis, 
folders which had been supplied for use in some 


of our Sunday Schools in the kindergarten de- 
partment. 


We find that it is not primarily Christianity 
which is being taught in most of these lessons but 
Nature. Love for the beautiful instead of love for 


God. The magnifying of the creature rather than 
the Creator. 


It is rarely right or wise to use strong state- 
ments but in our judgment the use of such litera- 
ture in a supposedly Christian Sunday School is 
robbing little Children. Here, in the most forma- 
tive years of life, when their little hearts are ten- 
der and responsive to the things of Christ and His 
Word, they are given trivialities. The wonders 
of God’s creation and the beauties of nature 
are worthy of study but not as a substitute for 
the wonderful stories of the Bible itself. 


The substitution of nature study—and worship 
—for Bible stories and hymns stems from two 
sources. First, there are those who prepare Sun- 
day School literature who themselves do not ac- 
cept the Bible stories and who therefore do not 
attach to them their rightful importance. These 
are rightfully called “blind leaders” and should 
be eliminated from the scene, along with their 
writings. 


On the other hand, many are the victims of a 
false pedagogical philosophy which contends that 
little children are not capable of understanding 
Christian teaching and Bible stories; that their 
little hearts should not be disturbed by the men- 
tion of sin, or the Savior and His love. 


We call this a false philosophy because it is 
false. There are tens of thousands of Christians 
who rise up to call blessed those faithful parents 
and teachers, who, in their earliest childhood, led 
their thoughts directly to God and His Word. 
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We know this to be true by the witness of 
others, by our own experience as a child and as 
we have seen it fulfilled in our own and in other 
children. 


Do not, we plead with you, rob your children 
or permit them to be robbed by denying to them 
in the earliest years of their lives, the most won- 
derful stories in the world. 


You who are Christian teachers—examine that 
which is provided you to teach. You who are 
pastors, examine the literature in your Sunday 
School. 


This matter was the subject of discussion with 
an active pastor who was visiting at Princeton 
Seminary a few years ago. He was hardly pre- 
pared for the applause which followed his state- 
ment that he had banished such literature from 
his Sunday School, along with those who insisted 
on teaching it. We think he was both discerning 
and wise. Others may follow suit to the eternal 
profit of little ones now in Sunday School kinder- 
gartens. —L.N.B. 





Alternate Scripture 
Reading 


For some years the hymn-books of our Church 
have included passages of the Scriptures for use 
in public worship. The verses comprising the selec- 
tions are printed in alternate light and heavy 
type. In recent years the number of Churches 
using this element of congregational worship has 
greatly increased. And participation by the wor- 
shippers in the order of devotions is without doubt 
a desirable plan. 


It is interesting to note that the-stress on those 
general features which are commonly known as 
ritualistic has been keeping pace with the ten- 
dency in thought and, in some directions, in prac- 
tice, towards ecumenicity. Along with this ten- 
dency has appeared a decline of emphasis on doc- 
trinal presentation, whether in preaching or in 
the educational aspects of our Church’s program. 
One can but wonder if this imitative ritualistic 
hankering is due to unconscious desire to compen- 
sate for a lost component in the heritage of a 
Church whose traditional emphasis has been doc- 
trinal. It is significant in history that as doctrinal 
defection spreads, the display of externals and the 
elaboration of ritual is correspondingly evident. 
At any rate, the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, now engages widely in so-called responsive 
reading of the Bible, alternating between pastor 
and congregation. And again, popular participa- 
tion in worship is not to be decried. 


A question recurs constantly: Is the present 
practice in our Churches touching this matter, 
a proper one? On the face of it, the practice seems 
to be one entered into in a rather blind fashion: 
here is the purpose of this article. The chapters 
of the Bible are of human origin: the divisions 
have been charged to a certain Cardinal Hugo san 
Carlo of the 13th century of the Christian Era. 
Nor is the separation of the chapters into verses, 
of Divine origin. It is commonly held that Robert 
Stevens, in the mid-sixteenth century did, for 
Bible-readers, this service. One is rather inclined 
to accept as true the story that as he rode his 
horse, at every jog he made a division; and thus 
Biblical versification arose. For the length varies 
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much; there are impossible divisions of thought: 
there are verses between which is no punctuatio, 
whatever. Why should we try to dignify the horse. 
back method by using such divisions in the praise 
of God! How can such ridiculous procedure ¢op. 
duce the proper spirit of worship,—for anyone 
who has ever given any thought to the matter! 
As an example, note this: 










The Congregation: Let the field be joyful, and 
all that is therein; then shall all the trees of the 
woods rejoice. 


The Minister: Before the Lord: for He cometh, 
for He cometh to judge the earth: he shall judge 
the world with righteousness, and the people 
with His truth. 


Did anybody ever stop to think how idiotic this 
is,—this remarkable division! The minister tries 
to jump in quickly so as not to disturb the thread 
of thought. He may make it or he may not. It 
would seem the part of common sense, aside from 
the reverence due in the worship of the Lord, 
for this kind of oddity to be relieved. 

































































While thought is centered on this matter, let 
it be asked: Does anyone suppose really that God 
is honored, and serious and helpful devotion ad- 
vanced, when there is the nonchalant galloping 
over the verses as accomplished by some leaders 
and by some congregations? Who is uplifted when 
the minister rushes into the reading of his verse 
before the pew is half-done with theirs. Scripture 
reading which sounds like a line of falling domi- 
noes looks, must lack the element of seriousness, 
not to say reverence and real worship, before the 
Lord of all. 


Also, consider how negative of true devotion, 
now disrespectful to Scripture, how irreverent 
concerning the Word of God, much of our present 
responsive reading is. Nearly always someone 
reads out of turn, which he is likely to do if he 
really is interested devotionally in what he is 
reading. If on the other hand, one reads by rote, 
and pays little if any attention to what he is 
doing, can that be called worship? When one 
does go beyond his proper verse, a titter goes 
around, to take more minds than that of the 
blushing culprit off the Scripture. And who has 
not been guilty of stealing a glance ahead, while 
the leader is reading his verse, so as to be ready 
in turn, thus doing despite to the Bible? Is this 
polite? Is it proper? Would anyone think of rea¢- 
ing Shakespeare or some secular poem in such 
hit and miss fashion? 







































































































































There are certain Psalms that seem to have 
been used antiphonally by the Israelitish congre- 
gation. And it would be logical and not unbecon- 
ing for some other parts of the Scriptures to be 
read in alternation. Or there could be a new ar- 
rangement, by which logical, and thought, di- 
visions could be observed, some decorum being 
introduced into the rendition by advice from 
the pulpit or in written instruction. We certainly 
lay ourselves open to severe criticism by ou 
present-day practice in this matter, There is real 


ae of developing more ritualism than ration- 
ality. 
















































































With becoming modesty, but backed by commo? 
sense and enforced by the arguments of a Wor 
shipping spirit and real benefit, let it be asked: 
Why not have the Minister and the Congregation 
read together, in unison, the selection for the 
occasion, and all standing as they read? A little 
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practice would enable them to fall into step, and 
to get the full benefit of reading the Scripture 
with understanding and with substantial profit. 
And if we insist on the responsive idea,—which 
custom some folk seem to think is inspired and 
to be imitated willy-nilly, why cannot some seri- 
ous thought be invested in more appropriate di- 
visions, so that this wide-spread practice in the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States may at 
least have the flavor and the benefit of reverential 
worship. —R.F.G. 


Well Said 


Dr. Walter A. Maier, heard each Sunday over 
the Lutheran Hour, is probably the most vital 
and — evangelical radio preacher in the 
world. 





Speaking on the ecumenical movement recent- 
ly he made an observation which goes to the 
very heart of the problem. Before there can be 
union there must be unity and this unity must 
follow a recognition of and adherence to essential 
doctrines, based on the Word of God. 


To this end Dr. Maier suggested a conference 
which would recognize the abysmal differences 
now existing in Protestantism and which would 
determine to resolve these differences, or admit 
them, in the light of Holy Scriptures. 


In our judgment Dr. Maier has stated the 
only basis on which union can ever be achieved 
—a unity of belief. Neither he nor we are 
speaking of those differences which exist with 
reference to the mode of baptism, church gov- 
ernment, the degree of sanctification to which 
a Christian may attain, the return of Christ or the 
perseverance of the saints, It is neither possible 
or desirable that all Christians should see eye to 
eye on these and many other questions. 


But, the absolute and unique deity of our 
Lord, His virgin birth, His vicarious atonement, 
His miracles, His bodily resurrection; these are 
the very foundation and bed rock of the Christian 
faith and those who believe and preach these 
doctrines will never be willing to unite with those 
who deny them. 


Those who see the weakness of Protestantism 
to lie in denominational cleavages are guilty, we 
believe, of very superficial thinking. This weak- 
ness stems from a departure on the part of many 
from evangelical Christian faith, a departure evi- 
dent in their writings, their preaching and their 
teaching. A departure which results in great and 
well-meaning programs for reform without ad- 
mitting the fundamental need for the regenerat- 
ing work of the Holy Spirit in the heart of the 
sinner and the cleansing blood of the Redeemer. 


We have recently seen several references to 
those who are “against” rather than “for” things. 


Let us state here as clearly as words can speak 
that we are FOR any man and any organization, 
called by whatever name and composed of any 
race, which is seeking to make Christ known 
to sinful men as their Savior, their only hope 
for this world and for eternity. We feel that this 
Is a positive and affirmative position and that it 
is backed by the Scriptures and by the Standards 
of our Church. 


On the other hand, we are AGAINST those 
men and organizations which in any way limit 


the person or work of the Son of God, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and who would change the vital 
and absolutely essential facts and doctrines of 
historic Christianity so that they are subject to 
the whims, fancies and denial of men. 


Mr. Maier has suggested a way to unity and 
union. It is a good way. Shall we try it?—L.N.B. 


Barth On Niebuhr And 
American Modernism 


We are not Barthians. We believe that Karl 
Barth’s theology, in the ultimate analysis, is as 
Dr. Cornelius Van Til contends another form of 
Modernism. His views about-the inspiration of the 
Scriptures are patently inadequate, 





But we find that we have much in common 
with him as regards American liberal theology. 
Reinhold Niebuhr, of Union Theological Semi- 
nary, New York City, is probably the ablest spokes- 
man for American Liberalism at the present time. 
He is idolized by many young Protestant min- 
isters in this country. 


Much that Barth recently said about Niebuhr 
and American Modernism coincides with our own 
views on both subjects. The following is from 
Time Magazine (issue of January 10, 1949).. 


“To nobody’s surprise, U, S. Theologian Rein- 
hold Niebuhr’s attack on Swiss Theologian Karl 
Barth for his speech before the World Council 
of Churches at Amsterdam (Time, Nov. 8) got a 
prompt reply. Barth, Niebuhr had said, was preach- 
ing a dangerous doctrine, which, by concentrating 
on the Kingdom of God, made no provision for 
the tragic, practical decisions Christian men and 
Christian nations must make on the earthly plane. 
Barth’s answer, published in the British fortnight- 
ly “Christian News-Letter’ under the heading: 
“A Preliminary Reply to Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr,” 
struck a sharp issue.” 


“Niebuhr, says Barth, reminds him of a player 
in “a curious game called, ‘Brother, where art 
thou?’ . . . who with eyes blindfolded strikes out 
wildly into the dark in a direction in which the 
other . . . is in all probability not to be found 

. . Niebuhr’s contribution is in my view a shat- 
tering example of a blow in the dark, such as I 
have described. The only fundamental answer I 
can give him is that I do not find myself where 
. . . I appear to him to be, and where he had 
believed such lusty blows . . . When I read his 
exposition, I cannot help recalling the concave 
mirror in which I recently saw my reflection in 
the Musee Crevin in Paris and did not know 
whether to laugh or cry... .” 


“And now may I add... surprising as it may 
seem, that I experienced at Amsterdam the oppo- 
sition between ‘Anglo-Saxon’ and ‘continental’ 
theology at a quite different point from that 
which Niebuhr has raised . . . To put it quite 
simply, it was the different attitude to the Bible, 
from which we each take our start ... I was 
struck by finding in our Anglo-Saxon friends a 
remarkable tendency , . . to theologise on their 
own account, that is to say, without asking on 
what biblical grounds one put forward this or 
that professedly ‘Christian’ view. They would quote 
the Bible according to choice . . . according as it 
appeared to them to strengthen their own view, 
and without feeling any need to ask whether the 
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words quoted really have in their context the 
meaning attributed to them.” 


“This ‘irresponsible attitude’ toward the Bible, 
suggests Barth, explains the absence of ‘a whole 
dimension’ in ‘Anglo-Saxon’ thinking. At Amster- 
dam, he found his opponents well aware of two 
dimensions—‘The contrasts of good and evil, free- 
dom and necessity, love and self-centeredness, 
spirit and matter, person and mechanism, progress 
and stagnation—and in this sense, God and the 
world or God and man. Who would deny that 
these are important categories? I am not unaware 
that . . . within this framework ... is more pro- 
found thinking ... than there was a decade ago. 


‘But I am chilled by this framework... I am 
encouraged, however, by the fact that it is pre- 
cisely the Bible that knows not only these two 
dimensions but also a third that is decisive—the 
word of God, the Holy Spirit, God’s free choice, 
God’s grace and judgment, the Creation, the Recon- 
ciliation, the Kingdom, the Sanctification, the 
‘Congregation, and all these not as principles to 
be interpreted in the same sense as the first two 
dimensions but as the indication of events, of con- 
crete, once-for-all, unique divine actions, of the 
majestic mysteries of God that cannot be resolved 
into any pragmatism. 


(‘Anglo-Saxon’ theology) is, so far as I can 
see and understand, in principle to a remarkable 
degree without mystery, and for this reason I 
have not been able up to now—I hardly venture 
to say this, and can only whisper it—to find it 
really interesting. My own explanation of this 
lack of mystery is that it has not yet seen the 
third dimension in the Bible... 


‘What after all have I done in this paper? 
Brother, where art thou?...’” 


When such a controversy between honored 
theologians takes place the plain man is bewild- 
ered. He asks, “What shall I believe about such 
matters when eminent theologians disagree?” As 
Southern Presbyterians we are protected against 
this bewilderment, for we have a clear and definite 
creed, the Westminster Standards, by which to 
test current theologies. Loyalty to this criterion is 
the position of the Southern Presbyterian Journal. 
Because of this commitment our sympathy in this 
controversy is with Barth, who is nearer our po- 
sition than Niebuhr. 





“Bibliolatry” 


Those who believe in and defend the plenary in- 
spiration of the Scriptures are at times con- 
temptuously referred to as “Bibliolaters,” or 
“Bibliomaniacs.” 


Nevertheless, in describing the Christian’s ar- 
mor and his warfare we find that the only of- 
fensive weapon prepared for the Christian is 
7 “Sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 

od. 


We find our Savior, when tempted, using this 
same Sword, in a completely literalistic sense, to 
defeat the enemy of souls, the Devil. 


In Isaiah 59:21 we find these words: “As for 
me, this is my covenant with them saith the 
Lord; My spirit that is upon thee, and my words 
which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart 
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out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of 
thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’; 
seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth and for 
ever.” 


It is inconceivable that God should have given 
to us a bent or a defective weapon. The in. 
accuracies or discrepancies which man may think 
he sees are due to the human limitations of man 
and not to the mistakes of God or His instrv. 
ments, Eternity will show us how easily these 
can be explained. 


Questioning God’s word began in Eden, “Yea, 
hath God said?” and has continued right down 
to today. Man has again and again fallen for 
this lying question of the devil and always to his 
own eternal loss. 


A system of theology or doctrine, a plan of 
pedagogical teaching, a pulpit ministry which is 
predicated on denial of any part of God’s Word 
is doomed to failure. These are strong words 
but they should be stronger. 


Actually, questioning or denying the Bible in- 
evitably comes from an unwillingness to accept 
God’s revelation and plan in full. To follow 
human wisdom, “the assured findings of scholar- 
ship,” scientific discovery or any other line of 
reasoning which elevates man’s reason above 
divine revelation is the acme of folly. “Let 
God be true, and every man a liar” is still a 
very safe stand to take. —L.N.B. 





It Could Happen 
Here!! 


The following is an excerpt from a letter de- 
scribing a Communist uprising in a certain town. 
For security reasons no names are given. Such 
incidents have been and are being multiplied in 
many countries over the world. Will such things 
have to happen here in America before we are 
convinced, —Editor. 


“I wish to give you just a brief picture of com- 
munism in action. This could happen in any small 
town anywhere in our world today, so look closely 
for the pattern. 


“Dad was doing his morning translation of an 
article and Mama was teaching a class in the 
Bible School when the siren at the police station 
sounded. No one paid special attention, a few 
shots were heard, but most thought it just target 
practice by the police. Inside of three hours, a 
train load of Communists had arrived from an- 
other little town thirty miles south, attacked and 
took the station, marched on into town, attacked 
and took the police station and post office and 
bank and schools inside of several hours. Lined 
up all the police in town, tied them with their 
belts and a straw rope and shot them in piles. 
Then they had a list—A, B, C. Everyone on the 
A list was to be shot on sight. All preachers, doc- 
tors, lawyers, police, and leading citizens of the 
town were on A list. The Chief of Police was tied 
to his jeep and dragged all around town till nearly 
dead, then disected with bullets in the town mar- 
ket place, and I saw his jeep smashed to rubbish. 


“Our preacher had two fine boys in the local 
high school who were active in the Y.M.C.A. They 
were taken out and tied to a line of other students 
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and shot with a machine gun in the school play- 

ound as “enemies of the masses.”’ Then a parade 
of some several thousand formed and waved the 
hammer and sickle and declared the town “liberat- 
ed for the people.” There followed the most 
systematic butchery imaginable, village by village 
was sacked, with a burst of carbine fire in each 
small mud hut to kill the occupants. The bank was 
robbed. I talked to a doctor friend who hid in the 
hills and escaped. He lost all his clothes, every- 
thing, but cried for joy when we met for being 
alive to see me again. Please send us your old 
cothes for these stricken people. Night before last 
the town was plastered with hand bills saying the 
Communists would return in two months to really 
take over. So their “reign of terror” goes on. 
lf anyone has any illusions about the benevolence 
of communism, I invite him to read the lines 
in the faces of its stunned simple folk.” 





The R. A. Dunn 
Award 


This issue carries the Robert A. Dunn Award 
Thesis on the Deity of Christ won this year by 
Mr. L. Sherwood Taylor, of Chattanooga, Tenn. 
This Award is granted every scholastic year at 
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being published in book form by Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Publishing Company under the title, Who 
Say Ye That I Am? Papers answering this ques- 
tion from each of the four Gospels and from the 
=" Paul constitute the substance of the 
ook. 


Dr. Dunn was a distinguished elder in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Charlotte, a leading drug- 
gist and banker of that City, and a loyal and 
devoted trustee of several of our greatest edu- 
cational institutions. The Award which carries a 
gift of one hundred dollars is perpetuating the 
faith for which he stood. The students who write 
the papers all report that the work has been a 
strength and a blessing to their own faith. Men 
who have no notion that they can win the prize 
“put out” for the zest of the theme. And oc- 
casionally one is surprised by winning the award. 
The papers are all handed in by number and 
the winner is as much unknown to the professor 
as to the student until the holder of the numbers 
is consulted with the prize paper. Generally the 
class president gives out the numbers and confers 
with the professor when the latter is ready to 
recommend the winning paper. On the advice of 
the donor of the Award the volume contains 
some theses that won and some that did not win 
the Award, 


Fundamentally, both this paper by Mr. Taylor 
and the ones in the volume are dedicated to the 
glory of Him of whom they bear testimony—our 
great God and Saviour Jesus Christ.—Wm.C.R. 








Who Say Ye That I Am? 


Paul’s Answer 


By L. Sherwood Taylor 
Student At Columbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur .. 


. Georgia 


(This is the Robert A. Dunn Award Thesis on The Deity of Christ, won this 
year by Mr. Sherwood Taylor, of Chattanooga, Tenn. This award is granted every 
scholastic year at Columbia Theological Seminary for the best thesis presented by 
the Class in Apologetics in defense of the Deity of our Lord. H.B.D.) 


A man who at the time was a relatively obscure 
tharacter appeared on the scene of recorded his- 
tory at the death of the first Christian martyr. 
hose who cast stones at the triumphantly dying 
Stephen laid down their coats at the feet of one 
aul of Tarsus, who was consenting unto his death. 
his Saul began immediately to persecute with 
great ferocity the church. Like many of the re- 
gious leaders of his day, he was enraged against 
he followers of a certain Jesus, who was declared 
by them to be the Christ. He “laid waste the 
church,” for his heart burned with hatred of this 
esus. But of all the persecutors of Jesus only 
Saul was named. Why? Because he soon became 
famous through his relation to Jesus—yet not 
famous on account of his hatred for Jesus, but on 
account of his passionate love for Him. Never 
a there been a man more devoted to his love to 
‘lother than was Paul to Jesus. Jesus became 
fart and soul of his desire; he testified, “... I 
‘ount all things to be loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom 
lsuffer the loss of all things . . .” No suffering 


was too great for him to bear on His behalf, and 
for His sake he was willing to be a fool. Yet let 
us remember that this man once was, according 
to his own words, a Hebrew of the Hebrews, in- 
structed according to the strict manner of the law 
of his fathers, being very zealous for God, and that 
God was the One God of the Old Testament. 
Think a moment! How could a man of such zealous 
monotheistic convictions as Saul unhesitantly ren- 
der to another Being all the reverence and de- 
votion that he knew was due to God alone? How 
ean the shift of allegiance in Saul’s heart be ex- 
plained? 


There is only one satisfactory answer: It was 
not actually a shift of allegiance; it was a full 
realization of just who it was to whom he owed 
allegiance. By a Divine revelation Paul came to 
realize that God whom he sought zealously to serve 
was none other than this very Jesus whom he 
was persecuting! What a blow it was to Saul! And 
yet what wondrous peace and satisfaction it 
brought to his entire being! 





as 





Let us note the story of Paul’s conversion, three 
times recorded in Acts, and two of those times 
given as from the lips of Saul, or Paul, himself. 
“With heart burning zealously for the faith of 
his fathers and a mind richly stored with the 
memories of the Divine theophanies to Israel, this 
Old Testament Jew was stopped on the road to 
Damascus by a glorious light from heaven and a 
Voice addressing him in his native Hebrew lan- 
guage. Saul answered this voice, as an orthodox 
Jew should, with the word ‘LORD,’ using no doubt 
the vocables ‘Adhonay,’ the pious Hebrew pro- 
nunciation of Jahweh. In answer to Saul’s ‘Who 
art thou, Lord?’ the LORD said, ‘I am Jesus whom 
thou persecutest.’”’, Here Paul was caused to link 
together the Jehovah of the Old Testament and 
the Jesus whom he was persecuting. Though we 
do not certainly know whether this intercourse 
was carried on wholly in the Aramaic or Hebrew 
language, we do know that Paul gave the Heavenly 
Voice the same title he had been accustomed to 
giving to the Jehovah of the Old Testament. The 
Septuagint translators translated Jahweh or Je- 
hovah by the Greek word “Lord” (Kurios), and 
when Paul used it—or its equivalent in Hebrew 
or Aramaic— of the Heavenly Vision, he could 
not have had less in mind than God. When Ananias 
came to Paul, he confirmed this revelation with 
these words, ““‘The Lord, even Jesus who appeared 
unto thee in the way ... .” Paul himself later 
testified, “Have not I seen the Lord? ... Last 
of all, He appeared to me also.” (1 Cor. 9:1; 
15:8). It is significant to note that the Greek 
word used by both Paul and Ananias to express 
“appeared” is the same word used in the Sep- 
tuagint of the Old Testament theophanies. Any 
one who trusts at all any historic record cannot 
but be assured that Paul was fully persuaded that 
his Jehovah was Jesus. Some, however, argue that 
on the Damascus road Paul used “Lord” merely 
as a term of respect, without any divine impli- 
cations. Let it here be pointed out that Paul not 
only called Jesus “Lord,” but also immediately 
rendered to Him the devotion which hitherto he 
had zealously rendered to the Lord of the Old 
Testament, thus indicating that he used “Lord” 
as applied to Jesus in the same sense as he applied 
it to God. Furthermore, many scholars, among them 
Boussett, while not accepting Christ’s deity them- 
selves, are frank enough to acknowledge that Paul 
undoubtedly believed in the proper deity of Christ 
from the beginning of his Christian experience. 


Having spoken of the origin of Paul’s concep- 
tion of Christ, we naturally ask, was Paul’s doc- 
trine of the person of Christ in accord with the 
early church, or was it peculiar to himself? If it is 
admitted that Paul’s doctrine is the same as that 
of the early church, it must also be granted that 
there was never a time when the church did not 
believe that Jesus was God, because of the early 
date of the Apostle’s conversion. Those who assume 
that Paul did change the doctrine of the early 
church concerning the person of Christ are hard 
put to find evidence to support their claims. While 
we are informed in Paul’s letter to the Galations 
of differences Paul had with Peter regarding the 
Law, we have absolutely no record of any di- 
vergence of opinion regarding the deity of Christ. 
“The Twelve and St. Paul differed, no doubt, in 
many ways; but there is no trace that the former 
opposed the Gentile Apostle in the estimate which 
he formed of the person of Christ.”, If the deity 


,William C. Robinson, OUR LORD, pp. 180f. 
Hereafter, OL. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Feb. 15, 1943 


—— 
————— 





of Christ had been Paul’s invention, surely they 
would have been some opposition from the mono. 
theistically minded Jews of the early church, by 
there is not the slightest trace of such a divergeng 
of thought in any extant record. The Divin 
Christ is the underlying assumption of all Pay); 
writings and it was never necessary for him t 
argue it. Why? Because it was an accepted fag 
in all the churches. Furthermore, Paul’s writing 
were composed during the lifetime of the origina 
apostles, while they were still imparting to be 
lievers first-hand information concerning the 
doctrine of Christ, and Paul expressly claims to be 
in harmony with their teaching; his epistles, there. 
fore, testify to the common view of the earl 
church, the view which was held from the begin. 
ning, and came from the lips of Christ Himself, 
Thus we see the importance of Paul’s testimon 
concerning Christ: His testimony was the testi. 
mony of the early church. “Not merely in point 
of date, therefore, but also in point of intimacy 
of revelation, the Epistles of Paul present to y 
the most direct and determining evidence of th 
conception of Jesus prevalent in the primitive 


hovah. The latter point needs further elabor: 
tion. Not only did Paul show God-ward devotion 
to Christ, but also he performed religious duties 
to Him which in his pre-Christian days he hai 
rendered only to God. He prayed to Jesus; about 
25 times when he did this are recorded in the 
New Testament. Christ is the Lord Jehovah, t 
whom, with God the Father, we pray for grace ani 
peace, Rom. 1:7, Gal. 1:3. We pray to Chris, 
Lord of all, rich unto all that call upon Him 
Rom. 10:12-18. Paul besought the Lord for guit 
ance, Acts 22:17-21, I Thess. 3:11. He besought 
the Lord for the removal of the thorn in the flesh, 
II Cor. 12:8. He speaks of Christians as thos 
who call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
He closes eight of his epistles with prayer to th 
Lord Jesus for grace, another for love and peace, 
and another for His presence. Other prayers 0 
Paul to Jesus are found in I Thess. 3:11-13, I 
Thess. 2:16-17; 3:16. Paul also pronounces dor 
ologies to Jesus, Rom. 9:5; 16:27, II Tim. 4:18, 
Could Paul, the Hebrew of the Hebrews, have dont 
a things if he had not thought of Jesus as his 
od? 

The Gentile Apostle also ascribes to Jest 
works which he and all pious Hebrews had beet 
accustomed to ascribing to Jehovah God. Col. 1:16 
represents Christ as the Creator: “For in him wert 
all things created ... All things have been created 
through Him and unto Him.” Surely Paul wa 
not unmindful of the plain teaching of his Scrip 
tures which everywhere represent God alone # 
the Creator, and strictly warn against worshippilé 
any other god for the very fact that no othe 
had done or could do the work of creation. (ci 
Gen. 1:1 and Isa. 40:18-31. Note especially I 
42:5-9.) There is no hint in the Old Testamet! 
that God used any sub-divine mediary to crealé 
the world, and surely there could not have bee 


oKnowling, THE TESTIMONY OF ST. PAU 
TO CHRIST, pp. 44f. ‘ 

aB. B. Warfield, THE LORD OF GLORY, p. 2% 
Hereafter, LoG. 
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any such thought in the mind of a man so saturat- 
ad with its teaching as was Paul. It is significant 
iso that he attributes to Jesus the work of sal- 
vation Which his Scriptures had ascribed only to 
God. Isa. 43:11, “I, even I am Jehovah, and be- 
sides Me there is no Saviour.” (Cf. also Isa. 45:15, 
1; 49:26; 60:16, Hosea 13:4, ete.) Yet in Phil. 
3:90, IL Tim. 1:10, Tit. 1:4; 3:6; 2:13. Jesus is 
the Saviour. However, at the same time, with Paul 
God is also the Saviour: I Tim. 1:1, Tit. 1:3, I 
Tim. 2:8, etc. It is very apparent that in Paul’s 
mind to assign a work to Christ is to assign it to 
God, for Christ and God are One. 


These thoughts help to clarify our thinking’ 


about the great and much disputed passage in 
Tit 2:18, which speaks of “our great God and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.” “There is but one Greek 
article to ‘God’ and ‘Saviour,’ which shows that 
both are predicated of one and the same Being, 
of Him who is at once the great God and 
our Saviour.’ Also (2) ‘appearing’ (epiphaneia) 
jsnever by Paul predicated of God the Father, or 
even of ‘His glory’ (As Alford explains it): it is 
invariably applied to Christ’s coming; ... Also 
(3) in the context (Verse 14) there is no 
reference to the Father, but to Christ alone; and 
here there is no occasion for reference to the 
Father in the exigencies of the context... Even 
the Socinian explanation, making ‘the great God’ 
to be the Father, ‘our Saviour,’ the Son, places 
God and Christ on an equal relation to ‘the glory 
of the future appearing’: a fact incompatible 
with the notion that Christ is not Divine, indeed 
it would be blasphemy so to couple any mere crea- 
ture with God.” There is absolutely no legitimate 
way to evade a declaration of the deity of Christ 
in this passage. 


Let us next notice the fact that in Paul’s think- 
ing Jesus is embraced in the One Godhead. Con- 
sider I Cor. 8:4-6. Here the Apostle is explaining 
their faith in the oneness of God; idols were in 
reality not God, for there was only one true God. 
“For though there be that are called gods... 
whether in heaven or on earth; as there are gods 
many, and lords many; yet to us there is one 
God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we 
unto Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ .. .” How 
careful is Paul to add “one Lord, Jesus Christ” 
to his picture of the one God! By so doing he is 
not stultifying his arguments for one God, but 
saying that there is “One God subsistent in both 
the ‘one God,’ viz., the Father, and ’one Lord,’ 
viz, Jesus Christ,g Paul assumes the readers will 
realize this without question. We would do well to 
do likewise. Other passages where Jesus is con- 
nected with the Trinity are I Cor. 12:4-6, Romans 


‘sae Eph. 4:4, and the benediction, Il Cor. 


Undoubtedly Paul’s conception of Christ is most 
thoroughly portrayed in the names he ascribes to 
Him. In the Greek New Testament, he uses God 
In connection with Christ five times (Acts 
20:28,(2) Rom. 9:5, Il Thess. 1:12, Tit. 2:13, 
Acts 18:26) but his use of Lord in reference to 

rist is even more significant, because Lord (Ad- 
honay) always designates deity in the Old Testa- 
ment., In Paul’s writings, the simple, “Jesus” oc- 
curs but seventeen times, while “Lord” occurs 144 


Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown; COMMEN- 
TARY ON THE WHOLE BIBLE; pp. 4338f. 

aLoG p. 228. 
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or 146 times and the compound “Lord Jesus” 95 
or 97 times. “Lord” is not just a term of respect, 
but the definite ascription to Christ of universal 
absolute dominion over all creation. (Rom. 10:12, 
“Lord of all,” Phil. 2:11, “That every tongue 
should confess that Jesus is Lord. . .’) Its use 
in the Septuagint connected it with deity from 
the beginning. Some of those who deny Christ’s 
deity, however, say that Paul represents Christ as 
having acquired His Lordship by His exaltation, 
and though there may be Scriptural passages which 
seem to indicate this (to which we shall make 
further reference later), such a thought is utterly 
foreign to Paul’s mind. Who was it, according to 
the Apostle, that was crucified? It was the “Lord 
of Glory”! (I Cor. 2:8). In the hours of His deep- 
est humiliation Jesus was to him the “Lord of 
Glory”—the Lord to whom Glory belongs as His 
native right. That this ascription has Divine impli- 
cations is manifest when we remember that in the 
Old Testament glory is the peculiar attribute of 
Jehovah among all the gods, Ps. 29:1., It is the 
most distinctively characterizing quality of 
Jehovah. (Cf. the Shekinah glory, which always 
signified the presence of God. Note also how in 
Eze. 10 and 11 the presence of the Lord is spoken 
of as “The glory of Jehovah.’) Paul recognized 
that Jesus entered upon the actual exercise of His 
Lordship only in His resurrection and ascension, 
and from this point of view He had received it 
as a reward for His work on earth. That is, the 
earthly manifestation of Jesus was a period of 
humiliation upon which the glory followed, 
but Paul looks upon this glory as belonging by 
right to Jesus. “He was rich, yet for your sakes 
He became poor.” (II Cor. 8:9). His original state 
was not one of poverty or humiliation, but of 
glory. He was “in the form of God, abjured cling- 
ing to His essential equality with God, but He 
emptied Himself . . .” Jesus is not Lord because 
He has been given dominion over all, but He has 
been given dominion because He is Lord. He does 
not become Lord by His resurrection and as- 
cension, but comes to His rights as Lord by them. 
“He is Lord because He is in His own person the 
Jehovah who was to visit His people and save them 
from their sin.’’, 


Paul uses “Lord” of Christ not only as an indi- 
cation of His supreme and Divine Lordship, but 
also as a proper name. The very name which be- 
fore his Damascus road experience he had applied 
to Jehovah, and which he was accustomed to read- 
ing in the Septuagint as referring to God, he now 
applies to Jesus. He never made what would have 
been a necessary explanation to his Jewish read- 
ers that he was using this term in any lower 
sense than it was used in their Scriptures. Why? 
For the obvious reason that he is not using it in 
any subordinate sense. “Jesus was to the apostle 
the embodiment of God.”,, This thought is most 
vividly set forth in passages where Paul is quoting 
or alluding to Old Testament passages concerning 
Jehovah. Often he directly signifies Christ as the 
“LORD” in these references. Other times it is not 
clear whether he intends God the Father or Christ, 
thus indicating that in Paul’s mind they were so 
closely identified that it did not make considerable 
difference to him how his readers took the refer- 
ences. 


Cf. C. T. Edwards on I Cor. 2:8. Cited in LoG 
pp. 224. 

gleG, pp. 232. 
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(See II Thess. 1:9, I Cor. 1:31; 10:9-26, II Cor. 
3:16; 10:17, Rom. 10:13, Eph. 6:4). Most striking 
is the fact that Isa. 45:23 is quoted by Paul twice, 
in Rom. 14:11 and in Phil. 2:10, the former with 
reference to the Godhead and the latter with refer- 
ence to Christ! Thus we see that “Lord” became 
almost a proper name specifically for Jesus con- 
ceived as a divine person in distinction from the 
Father. In the New Testament almost always 
“Lord” is Jesus, except in some citations of the 
Old Testament. ‘“‘Throughout the epistles, Jesus as 
‘the Lord’ and the Father as ‘God’ are set over 
against each other as distinct and yet conjoined 
objects of reverence for Christians, as distinct and 
yet conjoined sources of blessings of which Chris- 
tians are the recipients.’’,, 


There are also times, only 17 in number, when 
Paul speaks of Jesus as the Son of God. In many 
of these passages there is no particular indication 
of deity. “In others, however, the whole point of 
the employment of the term hangs on the unique- 
ness of the relation to God which it intimates. 
This is the case, for instance, when this unique- 
ness of relation is emphasized by the added term 
‘own.’ God, we are told for examples (Rom. 8:3) 
sent “His own Son... in the likeness of sinful 
flesh’ to condemn sin in the flesh; and again, 
God spared not ‘His own Son,’ etc. Obviously, we 
are expected to estimate the greatness of the gift 
by the closeness of the relation indicated: It is be- 
cause it was His own Son whom He gave that 
the love of God to us was so splendidly mani- 
fested in the gift of Jesus.’”’ With these thoughts 
in mind let us note Rom. 5:6-8 Paul expresses the 
improbability of one having love great enough to 
prompt him to die for just an ordinary righteous 
man, even though perhaps there are some who 
would die for an outstandingly good man. “But,” 
he says, “God commendeth His own love toward 
us, in that, while we were yet sinners,”—God 
Himself died for us? That is the conclusion we 
expect from the construction of the preceding 
statements—But no! It was by Christ’s dying for 
us! But how does God commend His own love 
to us by some one else’s dying for us? Obviously, 
the relation between Christ and God is thought of 
as so intimate that Christ’s dying is equivalent to 
God Himself dying.,.. Such passages as these are 
meaningless unless the deity of Christ is assumed. 


We have seen how clearly Paul expresses his 
belief in Christ’s deity, and how that doctrine is 
the underlying assumption of all his writings. 
There are men today, however, who, refusing to 
be persuaded by such facts as we have noted, 
assert that the Apostle thought of Christ as a 
mere man, possibly exalted after His resurrection 
and ascension, or perhaps as some created being 
ranking next to the Father. In support of their 
claims they cite in Paul’s epistles (1) certain 
passages which give the appearance of Christ’s 
being subordinated to the Father, and (2) names 
and expressions regarding Christ which indicate 
His humanity, or at least fail to imply His deity. 
However, let us be reminded again of the fact 
that any idea that conceives of Paul’s Christ as 
less than absolute deity is utterly contrary to the 
whole of his teaching. In the first place, the diffi- 
culty is not solved by: (1) Stating that Paul 
believed Christ to be a secondary deity. How could 
Paul, who was a strict monotheistic Jew, hold such 
an opinion? (2) The idea that divinity was com- 
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municated to Christ, though He was only, 
Creature. Against this it may also be urged thy 
Paul’s strict monotheism would not allow sy¢ 
a conception. According to the Apostle, “They 
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is none God but One.” How then could he gq im 
up a second and inferior God with Him? Further. % , 
more, Paul represents Christ’s divinity as being that ¢ 
eternal. “Nothing could exceed the clearness anj the y 
emphasis with which Paul represents Jesus’ divine him " 
majesty not as an attainment, but as an aboriginal ) orers 
possession.’’,, II Cor. 8:9, “Though He was” (no; doctrix 
became) “rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, to “4 
that ye through His poverty might become rich,” for to 
Nor could just angelic grandeur give the riches He , 
gave! Phil. 2:7ff. tells us that equality with God Eve 
was not something which He had to graspingly — 
cling to, for He had all the attributes that make ne fo 
God to be God. Thus it is clear that Paul could Mm '%,%° 
not have intended to infer either that Christ was a 
a secondary deity or that He had a divinity com 22° ° 
municated to Him. Jesu: 
count 
The passages that apparently put Christ under a thin 
the Father may be explained in the humiliation to the fc 
which the Son subjected Himself for the purpose of m 
of redemption. In and on behalf of this redemp. He h 
tive work, He is the mediator, subject to God, ete. culty 
These passages bear on the doctrine of the Cove. a ser 
nant among the Godhead, in which each member of Gx 
of the Godhead covenanted to carry out a certain thoug 
part in the great plan of salvation, and they are rema) 
best explained by the assumption of it. In the light God, 
of Paul’s unhesitant ascription of proper deity to equal 
Christ, especially in Rom. 9:5 and Tit. 2:13, the indic 
sense of these difficult passages cannot be that ars, 
Christ is less than God. In Rom. 9:5 Christ is the JB atic 
One “who is over all, God blessed for ever,” and ed 
in Titus 2:18 He is “The great God and Saviour Les 
of us, Christ Jesus.’’ “Despite sustained efforts pre- 
to deny the references made in these passages to of t 
Christ, they are beyond legitimate question.”,, that 
Even the noted unitarian, Dr. R. B. Drummond, afte 
while clinging to his denial of Christ’s deity, recog- =p 
nizes that strong grammatical difficulties must be laid 
overcome if any interpretation that denies the ever 
deity of Christ is given to these and other pas- took 
sages.,. r 
Now let us turn to the terms and expressions by | 
that imply or state Christ’s humanity. It is noted was 
that Paul’s favorite designation of Jesus is fles 
“Christ,” used both in its simplicity and in com- pov 
pounds with “Jesus” and “Lord.” These terms, resi 
though not directly expressing deity, in no sense Lor 
indicate that Paul thought of Jesus as merely His 
man. It is more important for us to consider under are 





this head passages that expressly speak of Christ’s 







































































humanity. Among these are Rom. 5:15, “The man “th 
Jesus Christ,” and I Tim. 2:5, “The man Christ ati 
Jesus,” and many other passages where, apart Ch 
from the use of His proper name, we are directed he: 
to contemplate the Lord as “man” (Anthropos). Ch 
It is unquestionably true that Paul insists upon we 
the humanity of Christ. “The lesson we must first to 
of all draw from this series of passages seems, ot 
then, to be that neither ‘Jesus Christ’ nor ‘Christ k 
Jesus’ is a designation of such supreme dignity Te 
that it could not suggest itself as an appropriate to 
name for Jesus when the mind of the writer was G 
intent on precisely His humanity, as indeed no - 
designation could be in the case of a being who 
12L0G Pp. 234-5. T 
14L0G, p. 255. 








1,R. B. Drummond, THE ACADEMY, March 30, 
1895, p. 273. 
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was not purely divine, not even “the Lord of 
Glory,” (I Cor. 2:8) or ‘God’ itself (Acts 20:28)”, 


Jesus is so wonderful that it takes many ascrip- 
tions to indicate even a part of the full splendor 
of His person. “Beyond that, we learn, therefore, 
that clear and strong as was Paul’s conception of 
the proper deity of Christ, it in no wise precluded 
him from also recognizing with equal force His 
essential humanity.”,, Only in the light of the 
doctrine of the two natures of Christ is it possible 
to explain Paul’s manner of speaking about Christ, 
for to him Jesus was at once both God and man. 


Everywhere in his writings the Apostle puts 
these two thoughts together, and he himself finds 
no difficulty in it, nor does he expect his readers 
to, for he makes no attempt to explain fully or 
defend his doctrine. Note how the humanity 
and deity of Christ are combined in Phil. 2:6-11. 
“Jesus Christ, who existing in the form of God, 
counted not the being on an equality with God 
a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking 
the form of a servant, being made in the likeness 
of men; and being found in fashion as a man 
He humbled Himself,’ etc. Paul found no diffi- 
culty in understanding that “Taking the form of 
a servant” was not a supercession of “the form 
of God,” but an addition to it; and that therefore 
though now made in the likeness of men, Jesus 
remained nevertheless unbrokenly “in the form of 
God,” and able to lay hold again of His essential 
equality with God. That Christ’s deity is clearly 
indicated here is often questioned by liberal schol- 
ars, but their objections are without proper foun- 
dation. The Greek word translated “being” is 
uparchon, and not eimi, and of it Alford says: 
“Less cannot be implied in this word than eternal 
pre-existence.”’,, Gifford maintains that the tense 
of this word, a participle in the present, implies 
that Christ continued in the form of God even 
after He had ‘“‘emptied Himself,” so that this 
emptying of Himself does not mean that Christ 
laid aside His deity when He became man; He 
ever remains the eternal God, even though He 
took on human flesh.,. 


The two natures of Christ are clearly projected 
by Paul in Rom. 1:3-4: “Concerning His Son, who 
was born of the seed of David according to the 
flesh, who was declared to be the Son of God with 
power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead; even Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” His nature “according to the flesh” and 
His nature “according to the spirit of holiness” 
are presented. According to the flesh, He was 
born of the seed of David. Born is genomenou; 
“there is nothing in the word to indicate cre- 
ation;”’,, that is, the word does not imply that 
Christ had His beginning when He was born. But 
here it is indicated that the human nature of 
Christ begins only then, when He was “born of a 
Woman”; as the Son of David, therefore, He came 
to be—He had a beginning as a man. But on the 
other hand, as the Son of God—He came to be 
by His resurrection? NO! Rather by His resur- 
tection He was marked out, designated, declared 
to be what He already was—the eternal Son of 
God. Alford says, “The Apostle dwelling here on 


LOG, pp. 247-8. 


wHenry Alford, D.D., THE GREEK NEW 
TESTAMENT, Vol. 3, p. 166. 


ixGifford, INCARNATION, pp. 11-21. 
wAlford, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 312. 


patent facts . . . does not deal with the essential 
subsistent Godhead of Christ, but with that mani- 
festation of it which the resurrection kad made 
to men.” The “spirit of holiness” is parallel with 
“flesh” and refers to Christ’s own spirit, the spirit 
to which holiness belongs as an essential attribute. 
Since only a Divine Spirit can possess holiness as 
an essential attribute, the reference here is to 
the divine nature of Christ, in contrast to his 
“fleshly” nature, mentioned in the preceding 
words.,, Thus Paul declares Christ had both a 
human and a divine nature; He gained His hu- 
man nature by birth, but His Divine nature has 
always been in His possession, yet it was not de- 
clared so vividly and with such finality to men ex- 
cept by His resurrection from the dead. 


Paul again takes up this refrain of the dual 
nature of Christ in Rom. 9:5. There speaking of 
the Israelites, he says ‘fof whom is Christ as con- 
cerning the flesh, who is over all, God blessed for 
ever.” Note how careful Paul is to stipulate that 
Christ is of the Israelites only “according to the 
flesh,” and then he hastens to add, lest he should 
imply that Christ is only human, “who is over all, 
God blessed for ever.” 


If there is any problem as to the deity of Christ, 
it is not a problem concerning what Paul or any 
other New Testament writer thought of Christ, 
for that Paul and all the early church thought of 
Christ as Divine is a fact that cannot seriously be 
questioned. Undoubtedly, the basic problem for 
those who do not accept the Bible doctrine of the 
person of Christ is that they cannot comprehend 
it with their human mind. The doctrine of the two 
natures of Christ and the Trinity seem too hard 
for them to swallow. While it is evident that no 
man can explain them, it is just as evident that 
they are taught in the Scripture. They satisfied 
the monotheistic mind of Paul. It is foolish to 
think that any man could or should fully compre- 
hend God. Those who declare that they must be 
able to explain every mystery about God before 
they can accept them are of all men most lack- 
ing in understanding. To assume that God could 
possibly, or must, fully and clearly reveal Him- 
self to man so that he may understand all about 
Him is as foolish as it is to assume that Einstein 
could completely and lucidly explain to a two-year 
old child every detail of his theory of relativity. 
The fact that man cannot understand either the 
two natures of Christ or the Trinity does not 
invalidate them. The important thing about Paul’s 
doctrine of Jesus is that it worked—to the shaking 
of an empire. If today there were more of the 
same faith in, and activity on behalf of the Divine 
Christ of Paul’s teaching, there would be more 
empires shaken and Another soon established by 
His glorious presence. 


. “WHERE REASON STAGGERS LET FAITH 
WORSHIP!” 


goibid., p. 313. 
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Reprints of article by Chalmers W. Alexander 
now available in folder form at $1.00 per hundred 
postpaid. Order from The Southern Presbyterian 
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Lesson For March 6: Parables 
Of Jesus (Temperance) 


Scripture: Mark 4; Luke 5:11-24. Devotional 
Reading: Matthew 13:10-7. 





























It is an awful thing to harden the heart, to 
stop the ears, to close the eyes, so that we neither 
understand, or turn from our sin, or are healed 
of our deadly disease of sin. The responsibility is 
ours; we make our hearts “gross”; we close our 
eyes; we stop our ears. 





























The Word of God is very plain—a wayfaring 
man, though a fool, need not err therein—and 
our Teacher is very clear; He speaks simply and 
powerfully, and illustrates the truth in every 
conceivable way. In the parables Jesus places the 
natural and the supernatural, the material and 
the spiritual, the earthly and the heavenly, side by 
side, so that if we have any spiritual perception 
at all, we can understand. 









































They tell us that a man can tie his arm to his 
side and not use it for a long time, and he will 
certainly and finally lose the use of it altogether: 
it becomes numb, and paralyzed. When we allow 
the “‘deceitfulness of sin” to harden our hearts; 
when we deliberately close our eyes and stop our 
ears, refusing to see or hear, we finally lose the 
power to see or hear: these senses become para- 
lyzed, so to speak. That was the case with 
many who heard Jesus teach and preach, espe- 
cially the scribes, pharisees, and doctors of the 
law. Truth is either a savor of life unto life, or 
death unto death. 














































Our Temperance application might well come 
at this point. Many people continue to take poison 
in the form of strong drink until their will power 
is weakened, their moral perception blunted, their 
consciences seared, and they are slaves to drink. 
We call them “alcoholics.” It takes the power of 
God to liberate such a person. We can help in 
many ways, but I, for one, feel that all the well- 
intentioned reforms of man are apt to be useless 
without the power of the Spirit of God. Our teach- 
ing and pleading is all in vain unless the man 
himself is changed. What was it that changed the 
drunkard Hadley, into a powerful preacher? It 
was not some plan of man, but the converting 
power of God. As we try to help these pitiful 
cases let us insist on this fundamental truth. 
















Turning now to our Lesson Material, let us 
consider it under two heads: (1) Sowing the 
Seed, (2) Seeking the Lost. 







I. Sowing the Seed: Mark 4:1-30. The main 
Parable in this chapter is usually called the Parable 
of the Sower: a better name might be, the Parable 
of the Soils, for the emphasis is placed on the 
different kinds of soils, or hearts. 







No fault can be found with the Sower, Who 
in this case is the Master Teacher. We, too, as 
His servants sow the seed. We may be faulty 
sowers, but He was not: our teaching may be 
poor; His was the best. Yet there were many 
who having ears did not hear; He sowed a lot of 
seed on poor soil. 










Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Neither can any fault be found with the Seed, 
The Seed is the Word of God, and we know that 
it is the best seed that can be sown: true to name 
and type; with power to germinate and spring 
up and bear fruit. As long as we “preach the 
Word,” we can guarantee the purity and quality 
of the Seed. 


The fault is altogether in the Soil, and the Soil 
is the heart and mind of mankind. 


Some soil, like some hearts, is too hard: the 
beaten path is no place for seed to grow. It 
cannot get down into the soil, and is soon eaten 
up by the fowls of the air. This explains why so 
much earnest teaching and preaching fails to 
get results. The hearts of men are not only hard, 
but seem to be covered, like many of our high- 
ways, with a coating of tar and gravel, or con- 
crete. Who would expect a harvest of grain on a 
hard surface road? 


Some soil, like some hearts, is very shallow: 
the rock is very near the surface. This is not 
soil which has small, loose rock in it, but soil a 
few inches deep on top of solid rock. Most farn- 
ers have seen such soil. The seed will spring up 
very quickly, but soon perishes. Dr. Beecher once 
preached on board a ship, and the tears came to 
many eyes as he eloquently and tenderly pro- 
claimed the truth. The dinner bell rang soon after 
the service, all impressions were lost in the 
chatter and satisfaction of the meal, and in a 
couple of hours you could not have told that a 
sermon had been preached: “no root.” 


Some soil is all “cluttered up” with thorns! 
How many of us have seen fields like this! I re- 
member one very clearly. It was a rich mountain 
field, the wheat as high as your head, and the 
locust thorns higher than the wheat. The owner 
of the field had warned his tenant not to sow 
wheat in that field for it was full of locust roots 
and stumps. Of course the wheat could not be 
harvested. The soil of America ought to be fertile; 
we have had plenty of Bibles and Churches and 
Preachers, but we also have an abundance of 
“other things” which choke the Word, and it be- 
comes unfruitful. 


Thank God, some soil is good. If it were not 


for this fact preaching would be heart-breaking 
business indeed. 


What makes “good soil?” “That the word may 
become effectual to salvation, we must attend 
thereunto with diligence, preparation, and prayer; 
receive it with faith and love, lay it up in our 
hearts, and practice it in our lives.’”” We must 
break up our fallow ground. 


The Holy Spirit is the great Soil-preparer. He 
can even take the beaten path and make it 4 
fertile field: He can give us hearts of flesh in- 
stead of hearts of stone, whether that stone be 
on the surface, or a few inches beneath. He can 
“clean up” the heart that is full of the cares of 
this world, the deceitfulness of riches and the 
desire for other things. He can make the good 
soil better, so that the harvest will be a hundred 
fold, instead of sixty or thirty. 


Feb. 15 


=— 


The 
the my 


grows, 


tiny se 
seed 0 
bring § 
despise 


ES 
15:11-! 
Seeker 
save tl 


All 
in ans 
said, t 
them. 
love 01 
We ca: 
at the 
one pu 
of His 
the se 
was a 


Jesu 
becaus 
He lov 
and-ou 
saved 
whole, 
the “¢ 
our di 
the m 
sough' 
explic 
boy. | 
heart, 
or Col 


Tw 
had te 
him ¥ 


The 
der a 
de pi 
boy, 
power 

Sin 
thems 
hot ¢ 
often 
of co 


feb. 15, 1949 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 13 








—_ 


The other two Parables about sowing bring out 
the mysterious way in which the seed springs up, 
grows, and bears fruit, and the fact that a very 
tiny seed can grow into a very large plant. A single 
ged of Gospel truth lodged in the heart may 
pring glorious and amazing results. We must not 
despise the day of small things. 


Il. Seeking (And Receiving), The Lost. Luke 
15:11-24. Jesus was not only a Sower: He was a 
Seeker; the Son of man is come to seek and to 
save that which was lost. 


All three parables in this chapter were spoken 
in answer to the criticism of the Pharisees who 
said, this man receiveth sinners and eateth with 
them. The first two might illustrate the Seeking 
love of Jesus and the last one the Receiving love. 
We can better understand the last one by glancing 
at the other two for a moment, for they all had 
one purpose—the refutation of the sneering words 
of His critics. In the last one we can also see 
the seeking, for the Father saw the boy when he 
was a great way off. 


Jesus ate and drank with Publicans and sinners 
beeause He loved them and wanted to save them. 
He loved the “up-and-outs” as well as the “down- 
and-outs,”” but they would not receive Him. He 
saved Paul as well as the Publicans. But as a 
whole, the “‘outeasts’”” were more responsive than 
the “aristocrats.” Is not the same thing true in 
our day? His love leads Him to seek the lost as 
the man sought his lost sheep, and as the woman 
sought her lost coins. While we are not told 
explicitly, we assume that the Father sought his 
boy. If the Spirit had not worked in the boy’s 
heart, would he have ever “come to himself,” 
or come to his father? 


Two points need special emphasis: (1) the boy 
had to come, and (2) the royal welcome awaiting 
tim When he did come back. 


The sheep could be laid on the shepherd’s shoul- 
der and carried back to the fold; the coin could 
be picked up and restored to its place; but the 
boy, being a man with will of his own and the 
power of choice, had to come. 


Sinners must do these two things: come to 
themselves, and come to God in Christ. “Ye will 
hot come unto me that ye might have life: how 
often would I... and ye would not.” The Spirit, 
of course, has to make us willing. 


The welcome is shown by the Father when He 
ses him afar off and runs to meet him, and in 
What he does for him. This is no half-hearted 
Weleoome. The best robe, the ring, the shoes, the 
latted calf. The sinner is clothed in the perfect 


ighteousness of Christ, and given his place in the 
ome, 


Do we ever feel like the elder brother when 
simers come home? 





Lesson For March 13: Jesus’ 
Ministry To Human Need 


Scripture: Mark 5; 6:31-44; Luke 7:18-823; 
19:1-10. Devotional Reading: Matthew 25:34-46. 


_Jesus expects us to carry on His work of min- 
Sty to human need. He has no hands but our 





hands; no feet but our feet; no money but our 
money. 


What we do for others is done either for Him, 
or to Him. If we minister to our fellow-men, we 
do it for our Savior: we are His ambassadors, His 
messengers, His witnesses, His letters of recom- 
mendation. If we minister to our fellow-Christians, 
we do it both for Him, and to Him. Christians are 
members of His Body. Inasmuch as ye did it to the 


—_ of one of these my brethren, ye did it unto 
e. 


In our ministry let us remember, as He did, 
that the deepest needs of men are not physical, 
but spiritual. The physically hungry and thirsty, 
and naked and sick and in prison, are worthy of 
all the material help we can give, but the spiritually 
destitute and enslaved are in a far worse con- 
dition. While we minister to the body let us re- 
member the soul. It is often said that it is use- 
less to talk to a hungry man about his soul; but 
when we have fed him with bread and meat, let 
us be sure that this is not all we do; offer him 
the Bread of life. We have Jesus’ own example 
when he fed the five thousand, and then preached 
one of His most wonderful sermons warning them 
to labor not for the food that perishes, but for 
the. food that remains to eternal life. The only 
permanent help we can give needy men and wom- 
en is the transforming power of Salvation in 
Christ; anything less is like medicine to relieve 
pain, but not cure the disease. Now it is well some- 
times to temporarily soothe the suffering of men, 
but it is much better to find the cause, and cure 
the trouble. For instance, the real need of Europe 
is Christ, not the food which, of course, we ought 
to send. To apply the words of Christ spoken in 
another connection: this ye ought to do, (take 
Christ and the Gospel), and not leave the other 
undone. 


In Jesus’ Ministry to Human Needs He always 
sought to go deeper than the body; He sought the 
removal of sin, and the Faith which found Sal- 
vation in Him. He was first a Savior from sin. 


Some of these deep needs are found in the se- 
lections for today. 


I. The Gadarene Demoniac: Mark 5:1-20. Mat- 
thew tells us that there were two of these men. 
Mark centers his attention on the more violent and 
prominent man. 


Many have tried to explain away demon posses- 
sion, by calling it mental disease, or insanity. Now 
while a demon-possessed man is certainly not in 
his right mind, there is a vast difference between 
the two. The demons speak; they recognize the 
Deity and Authority of Christ; they “come out” of 
these afflicted people, often leaving them almost 
dead. Where is the difficulty in simply believing 
in demon possession? The Bible certainly teaches 
us that there is a personal devil and that he has 
his agents, (demons) who obey him. The spirit 
— is an unseen world, but it is a most real 
world. 


It is also to be expected that when God mani- 
fested Himself in human form and flesh in the 
person of the Son of God and Satan knew that 
the Savior had come to destroy the works of the 
devil, that the arch enemy of mankind would do 
his utmost to hinder, and if possible, defeat this 
purpose, for he realized that he had but a short 
time to do his deadly work. Demon possession 
took on epidemic proportions in Jesus’ day, and 
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the devil took the field in person to try to save 
his threatened dominion. 


But demon possession is not unknown today. 
Missionaries, whose word is surely to be relied 
upon, have given us many examples of those in 
foreign lands. In civilized and cultured America 
we have most unnatural and revolting crimes of 
daily occurrence. Can the atrocities in Germany be 
satisfactorily explained in any better way? 


The Practical Lessons in this incident are most 
valuable: 


(1) The worst storms are not the storms on 
the Sea of Galilee, (preceding chapter), but the 
storms that sweep over the minds and souls of 
men. 


(2) The power of Christ to heal a man like 
this one, whether he be “insane,” or “mentally 
disturbed,” or actually, as I, for one, believe, 
possessed of a demon. 


(3) The mission of this man to those “back 
home.” It would have been more pleasant for him 
to go with Jesus, for his fellow men had not 
treated him very well, or cared very much, but 
Christ commanded him to go and tell what the 
Lord had done for him. He might be called the 
first Home Missionary, in the strict sense of that 
term. 


(4) The request of the “swine-herders” that 
Jesus depart from their midst. There are men 
today in the “swinery” business of liquor-making, 
of gambling, of white slave traffic, and dope 
smuggling, who would also rather have their gold 
than men in their right minds. 


(5) Jesus acceded to their request. He forces 
Himself on no man; He offers Himself to all men; 
He stands at the door and knocks, but the latch 
is on the inside. 


II. The Raising of Jairus’ Daughter: Mark 5:21- 
43 (With the miracle of the healing of the woman 
“sandwiched” between.) 


Jairus may have been one of the deputation of 
rulers who had been sent by the centurion to 
intercede with Jesus, and his faith may have been 
stirred by this incident. 


“My little daughter lieth at the point of death.” 
Jarius is not the first or last man to seek help 
from God when death comes knocking at the 
door. Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity, and 
man’s extreme need often drives him to seek help 
from above. 


After the interruption and delay caused by the 
timid woman who came and touched the hem of 
His garment and was _ healed, the disheartening 
message comes that the child is dead and it was no 
longer necessary to bother the Master. Note the 
way Jesus encourages Jairus: “Be not afraid, only 


— He is so kind and considerate of our weak 
faith. 


“They were astonished with a great astonish- 
ment.” Thus Mark gives the impression which this 
miracle made on the multitude. 


His last two simple commands are significant: 
He charged them to tell no man, and commanded 
to give her something to eat, thus recalling them 
to the ordinary things of life. 


III. Another Summary of His Ministry: Luke 
7:18-23. Jesus gives this Summary of His work in 
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answer to the disciples of John who came with this 
query; “Art thou He that should come, or look 
we for another’’? 


In that same hour He cured many of their in- 
firmities and plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto 
many that were blind, He gave sight. Tell John 
what you have seen and heard: the blind see, the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is 
preached. Here are My credentials: these works of 
Mine speak of Me; they are proof that I am the 
Messiah. 


“To the poor the gospel is preached.” This is 
put in the same class with His marvellous works 
of healing. Is not our ministry to the poor; to the 
despised and outcasts, one of the best proofs of a 
living Church, one that follows His example? 


“And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be of- 
fended, (find none occasion of stumbling) in 
Me.” Is not the preaching of the Cross an offence 
to some? 


IV. Zacchaeus: or a Sinner Saved: Luke 19:1-10. 
Here is a man who is well in body, but sick in 
soul: he is a publican and he is rich. These two 
statements give us his portrait before Jesus touched 
him. We see an entirely different man ere the 
story is ended. We do not have space to deal in 
detail with this case—one of the most interesting, 
as it has many lessons. “For the Son of Man is 
come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 





An Experience In Personal Work 


Back 45 years ago when I began my pastorate 
here, there was a young man, Secretary of the 
local Y.M.C.A., who taught a Sunday School class 
of six fine boys and they all entered the ministry 
in our church! One died while in college. One 
entered another denomination. The other four 
are not only active in the ministry but have been 
instrumental in organizing churches, winning souls 
for Christ and training for service, two became 
teachers—one in College, another in a Seminary; 
one has a son in the ministry. One has a daughter 
who has been President of a Synodical. Many 
others are leaders in church work. 


How that six has multiplied; And the teacher 
of that class is still in active church work, doing 
fine service among Synods and Presbyteries; a0 
he has one son who is a missionary in the foreigt 
field. And so the seed has been widely sown. How 
great will the harvest be—and what rejoicing: 
What an investment of life’s powers! Is any othe? 
calling paying so well? We need more ministers 
We need more Sunday School teachers who per 
sistently and prayerfully and attractively pres 
the claims of Christ on young life. 
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Vesper Topics For March 
Mar. 6: Would You Accept A Gift? 

















There is none righteous, no not one. 
We have all sinned and come short of the glory of 
God. 


Be ye holy, even as I the Lord your God am holy. 
The soul that sins it shall die. 


Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow; 

Come now let us reason together, saith the Lord; 

Though od be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool. 
























































Call To Worship 


Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy!” This is a good hymn 
to use because it reminds us that God is holy and 
we are Sinners; therefore we must come reverently 
into His presence, not stroll into church or into a 
serveie of worship as casually as we would stroll 


into a fraternity meeting and greet our fellow 
members. 









































Invocation: The theme of the program is to be 


”? 

































of: “Salvation.”” Have some one prepared ahead to 
in @ Pray definitely for the program that those who 
nee | might come who are not saved might find the 
Savior and that those who are, might come to 
know it and appreciate it. 
- The Scripture Lesson: Ephesians 2:1-10. This 
‘two a ties of programs on the great teachings of our 
shed Bible and church have largely been taken from 
“the Romans. In the study part of the program we shall 
1 in use Romans, so here we will see salvation from start 
ing to finish in these ten verses in Ephesians. In Verses 
nis &° We have our condition outside of Christ—dead 
in sins, disobedient to God, and doomed to wrath. 
In Verses 4-5 we are directed to the character 
of God—the richness of His mercy, the greatness 
of His love, and the magnificence of His grace. 
In Verses 6-9 we have the condition of salvation— 
We are saved by grace through faith plus nothing. 
rate And the consummation of it all—Verse 10. We are 
i God’s brtgnee gene | created in Christ Jesus to 
( Maintain good works. 
istry 
One You might have the one who reads this lesson 
four merely point out these divisions by way of better 
= understanding the passage and by way of prepara- 
a ton for what is to follow. 
nary; Hymn: “The Spirit Breathes Upon The Word.” 
ghter € are going to look at the Word of God and be 
Many @ sked to exercise faith. Faith is not a blind leap in 
the dark, a mere acceptance of what some one tells 
us. Faith is that conviction born in the heart of one 
achet # Who honestly examines the Word of God under the 
doing illuminating work of the Holy Spirit. (Rom. 10:17) 
; and # Thus we sing believingly as we go to the Word, 
~~ xpecting the Spirit to work. 
0 
icing! Program Introduction: By The Leader. When 
other M@ Y€ come to church and young people’s meeting 
sters fe “ the church we come to sing about and to wor- 
) per ship a Savior. During the past few weeks we have 
press ten hearing the good news over again that “Unto 





a Savior is born, who is Christ the Lord.” But 
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all of this is rather foolish for intelligent people 
unless we know the Savior and what He has done 
for us. And we will not*come to know the Savior 
until first we are deeply convicted of our need 
of the Savior. 


Thus tonight we come to the closing study in 
this series of programs on the great teachings of 
our church by looking at the theme “Salvation.” 
Man has a tendency to accept certain things about 
the Bible without accepting all that the Bible says. 
Men believe in heaven, without being careful to 
note what the Bible says about the only way we 
can get to heaven. We talk about all of us being 
children of God, without noting what the Bible 
says about how we become children of God. We 
talk of living a good life, without examining God’s 
method of making men good. Tonight then let us 
take this theme of salvation and follow it through 
the Book of Romans from start to finish. 


Talk 1: What Is Salvation? Romans 1:16-17. 
Paul tells us about what the Gospel means to him 
in these words of introduction to the Book of 
Romans, and in these words he tells us something 
about the Gospel and salvation that we often 
forget. He says that the Gospel is “the power 
of God unto salvation.’”’ Two things stand out of 
these words. 


In the first place it is not something that we 
do that brings salvation but it is something that 
God does by His own power. Thus whatever sal- 
vation is it is always a work of God for man and 
never a work of man for God. It is not being 
good, going to church, paying the preacher, trying 
to bring in a Christian social order. It is some- 
thing that God does for us and in us by His own 
power. 


In the second place we look at the meaning of 
the word. The word translated “salvation” in this 
passage has the meaning of “safety, deliverance, 
preservation.” As we look at what God’s word 
says about our condition by nature (see Scrip- 
ture lesson above). He says that we are doomed 
to the wrath of God because of sin, so in this sal- 
vation God must do something by His own power 
to put us in a place of safety where His judg- 
ment will not reach us. We have seen that we are 
disobedient to God because we can not help sin- 
ning, so in this salvation God by His power must 
do something to break the power % sin in our 
lives. And since we are dead in sins God must do 
something to give us life and must give us the 
assurance that He can preserve us in that life. 


Salvation is not something that we earn by 
doing good works and being religious. Salvation 
is something that God does in us to remove His 
wrath and make us accepted in the beloved, 
something that God does in us to break the power 
of sin, and something that God does from now on 
to preserve us in this experience of salvation. 


Talk 2: But Do We Need Salvation? Romans 
3:23. In the second section of Romans, 1:18 
through 3:20 we see man’s desperate need of this 
salvation. The key to our need is found in 3:23, 
For all have sinned and come short of the glory 
of God. If a tap is to be any good in holding a bolt 
in a piece of machinery it must fit exactly or be 
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cast off. God is building a world of righteousness 
and if any of us are to have a place in that 
universe we must yield to the will of God and fit 
in exactly and fully righteous even as God is, or 
of a necessity be cast off. But whether we are 
down and out or up and out, we have all sinned, 
we all are guilty, and none of us can do any- 
thing to save ourselves. We are closed up to God’s 
salvation. 


Talk 3: How Do We Get Salvation? Romans 4:3. 
In the third section of Romans, 3:21-5:11 we see 
God’s provision of salvation. All men have known 
from the beginning of time and have tried to do 
something to get back into God’s favor, these 
efforts are the religions of the world. But Paul 
reminds us that nothing we do can remove the 
guilt of sin nor break the power of sin, but God 
has’ done something. He has commended His love 
to us while we were sinners by sending Christ 
His Son to die for us, the just suffering in be- 
half of the unjust, so that now we can be saved 
simply by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ. Even 
as aged Abraham could do nothing to have a 
child, yet He believed God when God promised 
him a child, and that faith was deposited to Abra- 
ham’s account as righteousness and through the 
years the righteousness was worked out in a way 
that all the world could see. So we who can not 
save ourselves simply receive the Lord Jesus 
Christ by faith, believe that God will do what He 
says He will do, and as the years go by God’s 
power works out in us that righteousness which 
is ours by faith the moment we believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


Talk 4: How Do We Know When We Have Sal- 
vation? Romans 8:1-2; 15. God not only wants to 
save us, but He wants us to know that we are 
saved so that we may enjoy all the privileges 
and power that are ours in Christ. Thus the next 
section of Romans, 5:12-8:39, tells us about the 
work of the Spirit that enables us to know that 
we have been saved, have been born again. 


How can I know? The Word says so, “There is 
no condemnation to them that are in Christ.” (V. 
1) I believe and God says there is no condemna- 
tion to those who do. I’ll take His word and not 
what men say, nor how I feel. And then the life 
says so.” The law of life has set me free from law 
of sin and death,” (V. 2) after receiving Christ I 
have new attitudes, desires, and habits and the 
power and appeal of old sins and attitudes are 
gone. My life says so. And finally the Spirit says 
so,” the Spirit bears witness with our spirits that 
we are the children of God,” by the Spirit our 
hearts look gp and cry “Abba, father.” V. 15. 
The shgectill witness of the Word, the subjective 
witness of the Spirit, and the practical witness of 
the life, by the mouth of three witnesses it is cer- 
tain. 


Talk 5: What Must I Do? (Romans 12:1-2). 
The fourth section of Romans (9-11) answers 
some questions about how God is keeping His 
word with Israel, and then the last section (12-16) 
tells us what we must do when we are saved. We 
should present our bodies as living sacrifices to 
God, to sacrifice what we want to do day by day 
to do whatever He wants. If we do and begin at 
Romans 12:1-2 we move step by step according 
to the will of God into church service, community 
service and world service. 


Conclusion: By The Leader. If you were starv- 
ing to death and your family needed your support 
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would you accept a gift of a million dollars and 
use it for your family? Every one of us who has 
not been saved is dead in sins, poverty stricken 
with nothing to give to God for our redemption, 
and our world is dying for lack of love and 
righteousness. God comes to us in His Son and 
offers us as a free gift salvation from the penalty 
of sin, from the power of sin, and some day from 
the very presence of sin. The wages of sin js 
death, but the gift of God is everlasting life. Re. 
ceive it and use it for the salvation of a lost and 
dying world. Will you accept this gift? Can you 
do otherwise? Have you accepted it? Will you 
accept it right here and now? 


Hymn: “My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less.” 
A Closing Prayer. Suggestions. Use the program 
step by step as outlined above. Get each person 
who is to talk to read through before hand the 
sections of Romans about which he is to speak, 
— also to read some good commentary on the 
section. 





Mar. 13: Take Thou Our Minds 
Call To Worship 


“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn of me.” 


Hymn: “I Sing The Almighty Power of God.” 
Invocation. This prayer should lead the young 
people to think on the infinite wisdom of God 
and make request of God that the group might 
think God’s thoughts after Him. 


Introduction: By Leader, During the month of 
March each year our church is seeking to re- 
examine its whole program and make adequate 
financial plans for the work at home and through- 
out the year. This is a time when all of us who 
belong to the church must think about steward- 
ship of money, but if we are to be good stewards 
of our money we must first of all be good stew- 
ards of all of life. The next three programs shall 
be given to a study of “Enthusiastic Steward- 
ship.” In order to see stewardship whole and see 
it clearly we are going to begin with a study 
of the stewardship of our minds. Our topic for 
this evening will be “Take Thou Our Minds.” 


The Scripture Lesson: Proverbs 2:1-9; Mat- 
thew 22:34-40. The Old Testament is full of 
exhortation to achieve that wisdom which comes 
from properly developing the mind, and our Lord 
Jesus Christ gave as the greatest commandment 
of all “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
.. . thy mind.” Thus to neglect the mind is to fail 
to find real wisdom for life and to be guilty of 
breaking the most important commandment of 
all. (Let the reader of the lesson remind along 
this line after reading the lesson.) 


Hymn: “Open My Eyes That I May See.” 
Introduction: By Leader. The human mind has 
been at work for many centuries examining the 
facts of the universe about us, seeking to fin 
new ways and means of harnessing the forces at 
work about us, and today we live like kings be- 
cause of what the mind of man has been able 
to direct the hand of man to do. 


But this history long process has brought us 
into the atomic age, and while the mind of mal 
has come to know much of the facts of his world 
he still knows little about himself and how to lead 
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his fellows into a life of peace and prosperity for 
all. In this new age there is a call for new minds 
that can lead us aright. 


In the early days of the church the world had 
come to the end of one era and a new one was 
struggling to be born. As in every such period 
many movements were seeking the allegiance of 
man, but as time went on Christ and His church 
won out because those who named the name of 
Christ were able to out-think and out-live the 
pagans of that day. We are at the cross roads 
again, and the future belongs to those who can 
out-think and out-live the modern pagans about us, 


But what about our minds, does God have any- 
thing to do with them? We have heard a lot 
about souls being saved and about lives being lost 
and about moral behavior and worship. What about 
the mind? We have even heard that men who are 
really educated today do not have much to do with 
the message of the church. What happens to our 
minds when we become Christians? 


Talk 1: A Growing Mind. Luke 2:52. When 
Jesus Christ was here on earth as a boy He de- 
veloped every day in what should be the natural 
and normal way for all of us to develop day by 
day. He grew day by day in wisdom. By reading, 
associating with people who know, and by looking 
at life about us we have the most wonderful 
opportunity of any generation of young people to 
know the many interesting things about our world 
and the people in it. But remember that a well 
developed mind must know about God and His 
Word, too. We learn about Him by reading the 
Word, associating with other Christians in prayer, 
Bible study, worship, and service activities. We 
must make our minds the best developed minds 
possible. 


Talk 2: A Sound Mind. 2 Timothy 1:7. Many 
people today know more things than people have 
ever known before, but for some strange reason 
this knowledge is not a blessing. For some, knowl- 
edge only brings fear and anxieties. Many peo- 
ple are scared to death because they know so 
much about the atomic bomb and about how peo- 
ple behave. Others turn their knowledge into 
channels that will only make them more effec- 
tive criminals than those who know nothing of 
modern methods. Others have turned their knowl- 
edge to destructive ends as we so recently saw the 
German nation do. Knowledge alone is neither a 
blessing nor a curse. It is an opportunity, and 
Whether it blesses or curses depends on how men 
use it. 


In Christ we receive a sound mind, The word 
“sound” in the original carries the idea of “sane 
and controlled.” In Christ we are able to see 
things in their full perspective and we are able to 
control our minds and the actions that result 
from them. We must have minds that are grow- 
ing in knowledge, but they must also be sound 
minds, minds that are under control and lead us 
to live wisely in balance. 


Talk 3: A Christ-Like Mind. Philippians 2:55. 
Paul urged the Philippian Christians to have the 
Same mind in them that Christ had in Him, a mind 
that was not self-seeking but self-giving. No matter 
how well we develop our minds it is of no value 
to us unless we can control them and make our 
lives conform to their best thought. But a well 
developed mind is of no value to others unless 
It is a mind that is not seeking ways and means 
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BELHAVEN COLLEGE 


Jackson ... Mississippi 


A modern, accredited college for young women which 
places emphasis on the fundamentals in education, 
maintains the highest scholastic standards, makes use 
of modern methods, and recognizes the value of voca- 
tional training. 


These advantages are offered under the finest spiritual 
and cultural influences and at moderate cost. Discrimi- 
nating parents should investigate Belhaven. 


Write: G. T. Gillespie, President. 
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“FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, 
Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
one copy of “OPEN WINDOWS OF HEAVEN” 
for each family in his congregation providing he 
will agree to give a talk on TITHING before dis- 
tribution. Write stating number of leaflets de- 
sired to: TITHER, 417-SP South Hill Street, 
Los Angeles 13, California.” 











to advance its own interests, but a mind that is 
seeking ways and means to advance the welfare of 
others. 


Talk 4: An Effective Mind. James 3:17. We 
who follow the Lord Jesus Christ feel that we 
have in Christ and His word a power and insight 
that the world must have to survive, but the world 
does not share our view and seems not to care 
for the wisdom we profess to have. The world 
is of the psychology that says they are not going 
to let us have our way. But if we develop our 
minds to the best of our ability and then bathe 
them in the wisdom that is from above we have 
that wisdom that is “pure, peaceable and easy to 
be entreated.” God gives us the wisdom and God 
will bless our efforts in making it effective in 
the lives of others. 


Conclusion: By The Leader. In Christ we be- 
hold the wisdom and knowledge of God and if we 
let His word dwell in us it will bring forth 
wisdom and knowledge for in Christ we have the 
challenge to make our minds growing minds, and 
as they grow we find that in Christ we have a 
sound, Christ-like mind that is effective in its 
ministry to others. 


Hymn: “Take My Life And Let It Be.” Closing 
Prayer. Suggestions. Use the above Scriptural out- 
line and work in talks from Presbyterian Youth 
after the Scriptural study. 
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MONTREAT COLLEGE 


FOUR YEAR COLLEGE FOR WOMEN 
CONTROLLED BY THE MOUNTAIN RETREAT ASSOCIATION 


ONE OR TWO YEAR 
SECRETARIAL COURSES 


MONTREAT SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
COLLEGE PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
(Accredited by Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools) 


Located in “The Land of the Sky” — Western North Carolina 
J. Rupert McGregor, President — Montreat, N. C. 


HIGH SCHOLARSHIP GOALS 
WORK SCHOLARSHIPS 








Standing: Rev. Joe Rogers. Seated Left to Right: 
Ed Edens and Rev. J. Kelly Unger. 


How We Got Started In Negro 
Work In Okolona, Miss. 
By Ed Edens 


In our church and presbytery, we had been 
thinking for some years of doing some work among 
the Negroes. With the Program of Progress em- 
phasizing this as one phase of work to be stressed, 
we recalled our “good intentions” in regard to this 
work. At a meeting of Presbytery’s Negro Work 
Committee in the Okolona Presbyterian Church, 
some of us decided we had done enough “talking,” 
and it was time to take some action. In all of our 
meetings of the committee, as we discussed plans 
for the work, whether in the church or some office, 
we always asked the guidance of the Lord first, 


The first step we took was to go to Okolona 
College for Negroes, and outline our plan to 
them and see what their response would be, We 
talked to the heads of the school about our plans. 
A few days later, we were invited to come back 
and talk to the entire faculty and student body. 

We outlined the following program to them: 
First, To call a preacher; Second, To buy a nice 
home across from the school, in a Negro settle- 
ment; Third, To build a church and recreation 
building; Fourth, To ask a pastor to conduct a 


_ Vacation Bible School for Negro children, with 


all churches cooperating. 
- We want the teachers in the Okolona College 


_ and the public school to help put on the recre- 


ation program for Negroes of all faiths, after- 
noons after school, also some nights. During the 
summer months, in June, July and August, we 
plan for all the churches to cooperate in a union 
Sunday night service. Their own band will give 
a concert late in the afternoon. This will be fol- 
lowed by supper—each family bringing their por- 
tion of the food. After this, there will be a 
song service, then a sermon, one preacher from 
each of the churches bringing the message each 


Sunday night. We expect to have workers to visit 


in each home to talk to the families about better 
living conditions. The Bible will be read, followed 
by prayer. They will be asked to take time for 
this, each day. 


Eventually we hope we can have a clinic to 
which mothers can bring their babies and young 
children for routine check-ups. The Negroes re- 
sponded to this, and agreed to do all the labor for 
the building program, free of charge. 


We presented our plans to the presbytery, and, 
after some discussion, they authorized the Home 
Mission Committee to pay $2,400 a year, plus 
74% percent annually; also $300.00 moving ex- 
penses, or any other expense that might arise. 


I had the privilege of being a commissioner 
and going to the General Assembly in Atlanta. At 
that time, I went over our plans with Reverend 
Alex. R. Batchelor who had previously had a 
letter from our Committee. He told me that he 
felt sure we would get the right man, In Montreat, 
at the Men’s Meeting this past summer, Mr. 
Batchelor invited me to come to Stillman to a 
meeting for Negro men. At this meeting, I made 
the acquaintance of Reverend Joe B. Rodgers of 
Thomasville, Georgia. I told him of our plans, and 
he seemed interested. After talking with my good 
friends, Mr. Batchelor and Mr. Jap Patterson, | 
felt that he was the man needed for the place. | 
came home and reported to the committee. We 
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extended Reverend Rodgers an invitation to come 
t0 Okolona for three days. On the second day, 
after hearing him preach twice, and seeing how 
he met the people, and after the committee had 
talked to him for some time, we told him we were 
ging to issue him a call. We did; he accepted. 
He has been on the field now for five weeks. At 
this time, he has nineteen members enrolled, in- 
tuding two elders. 

We went before the Presbytery again, after he 
accepted the call, and asked them for permission 
toilet our committee solicit funds from individuals 
for this work. At this time we have purchased 
anice little home with a living room, two bed- 
toms, dining room, kitchen and bath. We have 
enough land to build a church and a recreation 
building, adjoining the home. We hope to start 
m these buildings in the spring. I have contacted 
agood many and asked for donations. I have 
not had a person to refuse, Several other mem- 
= of the committee have told me the same 
ing. 

The pastor is having Sunday school each Sun- 
day in a home, and preaching in different build- 
ings. He is doing quite a bit of visiting. We hope 
the near future to have Lawrence Bottoms to 
tome here and help make a complete survey of 
this community. 

Since Christ came into the world to live and 
tie, in order that all people might hear the Gospel 
and be saved, we feel that we are having a part 


Went into this work by faith . .. led by His 
Word, and depending on His promises. With His 
help and guidance, we know that we will not fail. 


BAPTISM BY SPRINKLING 
By Ben. L. Rose - Pastor 
_The article published under the above caption 
m The Journal is available in booklet form post- 
bid at the following prices: 10c per single copy; 
0 per dozen copies; $5.00 per hundred copies, 
* $35.00 per thousand copies, All prices quoted 
a postpaid. Let us have your order at once as our 
“ply is limited. Order from: 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 





Chinese Life Savers 
By Rev. Frank A. Brown“ 
Christians of Suchowfu contributed these 


bean cakes for their starving brethren in the 
country. 


The 


This slogan did it. “Five cakes will save a life 
for fifty days till wheat harvest.” The cakes 
rolled in at once—1800 of them—tThe greatest 
giving I ever saw in 38 years in China! 


The cakes are made of the residue (the husks) 
of the soy bean after all oil has been extracted 
under pressure. They weigh 10 pounds each and 
have to be cut with an axe. They make excellent 
fertilizer. But now, in famine time, if mixed with 
grass, leaves or greens will keep life going, but if 
eaten exclusively, it is said, they cause death. 
(Burn the stomach out), 


Rev. Samuel Liu, Executive Sect. of Presby- 
tery on the right. Peter Wang, Pastor of our 
largest church principal of high school in center. 
A clerk standing on left. 
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A Week Of Emphasis On Negro Work 
February 13-20, 1949 


From the Assembly’s Committee on Negro 
Work there has been sent to pastors and other 
local church leaders a folder outlining the Pro- 
gram for Week of Emphasis on Negro Work, 
February 13-20, 1949. Opening the week with 
the special observance of Race Relations Sunday, 
a suggested program for the Sunday School, the 
church service, mid-week service, and for meet- 
ings of the men, women and young people is 
given. The theme for the week is “That they 
might know Thee.” The following Sunday, Feb. 
20 is designated as the day on which the offer- 
ing for our Assembly’s Negro Work will be re- 
ceived and dedicated. 


The amount asked for and anticipated is $50,000 
which is so needed for the growing program of 
this Committee. This folder has an interesting 
tabulation of statistics on the fourth page, giving 
the Negro population and Church membership by 
states, according to the 1940 census, and statistics 
on Church membership published in 1936. There 
is a statement about Stillman College, and one 
on finances. Page 3 gives the outline of a pro- 
gram that can be used or adapted by any organi- 
zation of the local church. 


Additional source material is found in articles 
in the February issues of Presbyterian Survey, 
Presbyterian Men, Presbyterian Women, and 
Church papers. Special envelopes for the offer- 
ing are available and are being distributed 
throughout the Assembly. 


Let prayer be offered at all services during this 
week, Feb. 13-20, for God’s guidance and bless- 
ing for this Committee and its work. 





Committee On Negro Work 
Received From The Church 
April, 1947, through January, 1948 .... $34,283.75 
April, 1948, through January, 1949 _.. 65,471.86 


Increase For Ten Months $31,188.11 





Presbyterian Radio Committee 

Receipts Through Jan. 31, 1949 
Cause: 1948—49 1947-48 Increase 
Benevolences .. $28,865.78 $20,955.86 $ 7,909.92 
Specials 2,508.32 27.00 2,481.32 





Totals..... $31,374.10 $20,982.86 $10,391.24 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 








Texts Of Famous Men 


The text from which John Bunyan preached ty 
the multitudes—John 6:37. 


The text that saved William Cowper from sy. 
cide—Romans 3:24-25. 


The text that made Martin Luther the herp 
of the Reformation—Romans 1:17. 


The text that comforted the troubled soul of 
John Wesley—Mark 12:34, 


The text that made Livingstone a missionary— 
Matthew 28:19-20. 


The text to which John Knox anchored his so! 
—John 17:3. 


The text that gave William Carey a_ world 
vision—Isaiah 54:2. 


The text that made William Penn a conqueror 
—I John 5:4. 


The text on which Michael Faraday staked 
everything—II Timothy 1:12. 
—From The Missionary Tidings, 
December, 1948. 





The 1949-1950 Study Program For 
The Women Of The Church 


Of the Household of Faith: This is the theme 
for the monthly meetings of the Women of the 
Church during the Church year 1949-1950. A 
booklet under this title is to be available in 
February, It will contain twelve programs pre 
pared by leaders who have had firsthand experi 
ence with some of the great movements in the 
Church throughout the world. These programs rt 
veal the oneness of the family of God and result 
ing responsibilities for co-operative service. The 
purpose of these programs may be stated thus: 


To help strengthen and perhaps create in one 
that sense of oneness in Christ of all Christians 
everywhere, which is the privilege of those wh 
accept the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour; 
to lead to a fresh commitment to Him; to lead t 
a more faithful discharge of all responsibilities 0 
the members of the whole family of God around 
the world, “‘the household of faith.” 


We Believe: For the intensive Bible study ther 
will be provided a series of studies entitled We 
Believe, prepared by Dr. Henry Wade DuBos. 
These studies, based on the Apostle’s Creed, sug 
gest a Scripture foundation for the faith we a 
firm. The studies make frequent reference “ 
the Confession of Faith, and should create # 
interest in a fuller study of the doctrines of ow 
Church. It is suggested that this study be under 
the leadership of the pastor where possible, and 
that it be held during the midweek Bible stud 
hour, on Sunday evenings, or at some other col 
venient time, and that the Women of the Church 
sponsor and study and enlist the fullest possible 
attendance. This booklet, We Believe, will be! 
valuable addition to every Presbyterian’s libra! 












feb. 15, 1949 








Exile And Restoration 


History And Theology In The Old Testament 
The James Sprunt Lectures For 1948-1949 


By William Foxwell Albright, Ph.D. 
Litt.D., D.H.L., LL.D., Th.D., D.Hon.Caus. 


Distinguished Archeologist 
Author And Lecturer 
W. W. Spence Professor Of Oriental 
Languages And Chairman Of The Oriental 
Seminary - Johns Hopkins Hospital 
Baltimore ... Maryland 


February 27 - March 4 
Union Theological Seminary 


Richmond ... Virginia 


Auxiliary Lecturers 
Bela Vasady, Th.D. 

“The Essence Of Ecumenism” 
Professor, Reformed Theological Faculty 
University Of Debrecen, Hungary 
Reformed Church Of Hungary Delegate To 
The First World Council Assembly 


Douglas Van Steere, A.M., Ph.D. 
(Subject To Be Announced) 
Outstanding Author, Lecturer And Leader In 
American Society Of Friends 
Professor, Haverford College 
Haverford ... Pennsylvania 
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—one to which frequent reference will be made 
as there is occasion to think on the salient doc- 
trnes of the Christian faith. 


These Are Written: Studies in the Gospel of 
John by Dr. James Sprunt will be available as 
a guide to the Bible study in circles. Plans for a 
study of this much loved book the Gospel of John. 
will be welcomed by the Women of the Church. 
lt is important to note that the Bible study, dur- 
ing the new Church year, is suggested for use in 
the circle. An integral part of the circle program 
is a study of the monthly Church emphasis, for 
which special articles appear in current issues of 
Presbyterian Survey and Presbyterian 

omen. 



























































“Tr Guidebook for the Presbyterian Woman: Again, 
ies off ‘tis booklet is provided as a workbook for the 





individual woman. It includes information about 
the programs for all meetings of the Women of 
the Church, with suggested preparation on the 


























thert™ part of each member, and a listing of the topics 
d Wel for International Sunday School Lessons for the 
uBose @ entire year. Other helpful features make The 
i, Sug Guidebook of real service to every woman as she 
ve al @ seeks to grow in the Christian life and assume her 
ice “HE Tesponsibility as a member of the Presbyterian 





hurch. 




















Foreign Mission Receipts 
Apr. 1, 1947, through Jan. 31, 1948 .... $708,162.53 




















too Apr. 1, 1948, through Jan. 31, 1949 .... 743,353.85 
Shure! Pg ge 
ean Te eT 35,191.32 
| be’ Program Of Progress 





Apr. 1, °48, through Jan. 31, 49 (Net) $222,068.06 
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for Vacation Bible School 


SUCCESS 
get this valuable booklet FREE 


The booklet that tells you everything about 
putting over a DVBS. Also included is an 
easy-to-follow 7-step plan as a part of this 
“Gold Mine of Ideas.”’ 











Tells you about the famous 


ALL BIBLE VACATION SCHOOL LES- 
SONS that are COMPLETE to the last 
detail: Bible-centered . . . completely cor- 
related . . . departmentally graded. 


See your dealer or write for FREE booklet. 
SCRGPee RE PRESS 


Dept. SPJ-39, 434 SOUTH WABASH, CHICAGO S, ILLINOIS 


EY tained Glass fer 
i {ine 

















WINDOWS 


Exquisite stained glass windows 
designed and executed to suit the 
architecture of your church. Prices 
vary according to the size and i 
intricacy of detail. iV? Nala: 





Imported, antique glass and ex- PRY KM) 
pert craftsmanship assure unsur- Rey | ‘ 
passed beauty. Send for your copy 
of our brochure, ‘“‘Stained Glass.’’ 

We can also meet all your needs 
in church furnishings, including 
engrossed Books of Remembrance. 








Wi ASHBURTON PLACE, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 








Training School Contributions 
Contributions (including Program of Progress) 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., to the General 
Assembly’s Training School for Lay Workers, Inc., 
Richmond, Va, 
For The Month Of January 


1949 1948 
Sr GRIGG siscsiscmcengeties pee $ 3,797.72 
Total To Date 
1949 1948 


$45,076.63 ....... acini $29,801.40 
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Whatever Commentaries You 
Now Have In Your Study— 
There’s Only One 


“Matthew Henry” 


“Never Surpassed - It Can 
Never Be Superseded” 


SIX HANDSOME 
VOLUMES 


$22.50 


Dr. Chas. G. Trumbull: 


“A valuable contribution 
was made to the literature 
of the Christian Church 
when the well-known pub- 
lishers issued its now well- 
known six-volume edition of 
the Commentary carefully 
revised and corrected.” 


Theodore L. Cuyler: 


“To many a hard-working 
minister has this work been 
a mine of gold! Next to wife 
and children, has lain near 
his heart, his pored-over and 
prayed-over Matthew 
Henry.” 


Dr. Geo. W. Truett: 


“This monumental work 
should be in the library of 
every preacher and Bible 
student in the land.” 


Chas. H. Spurgeon: 


“Every minister should 
read it thru at least once. He 
will acquire a vast store of 
sermons, and thoughts will 
swarm around him like twit- 
tering swallows around an 
old gable.” 

Biographical Edition 
with 
Matthew Henry’s Portrait 
And Full Life Story 


Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company 


Weaverville . North Carolina 





In Loving Memory 


Your fife was given to doing good, working for the 
Master. Since you have gone I have been thinking of. 

o ways to pay tribute to your memory. It seems to m 
vtrigeeceltiieh sietsled ulelgiistilshulsulariibtileuh ed ideciiae, 


some small way, the work to which your life was 


icated, So, in loving memory, I make this gift. 





Memorial funds established with 
the Executive Committee of Foreign 
Missions serve as a permanent en- 
dowment, yielding an annual in- 
come that helps to support the work 
of Foreign Missions. Such mem- 
orials may be created either through 
a single gift, or increased from time 


to time if desired. 


For full information regarding 
Memorials, and assistance in arrang- 
ing one exactly as you wish, write 
Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.S. 
P. O. BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
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NEWS OF THE CHURCH 
AND WORLD CHRISTIANITY 


MEN who keep informed on world affairs will welcome the articles on inter- 


national Christian movements and on the achievements and plans of the 


Church. 


WOMEN will find devotional 
material good stories, and 
work.plans for the coming 
months. 


YOUNG PEOPLE will find chal- 
lenging stories of action and 
mony opportunities for service. 





Single Subscription $1.50 


$1 9 Club 

> Rate 

Through Your Secretary 
Of Literature 











SUBSCRIBE DURING 


PRESBYTERIAN 
SURVEY WEEK SURVEY 


February 20-27, 1949 


OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. P.O, Box 1176 —~Richmond 9, Va. 
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LEST WE FORGET 


WHAT IS THE BUDGET? 


The time is now here for the presentation of the Church Budget to the members of the local 
Churches. The Budget includes the amounts asked for the minimum needs of (1) your local 
Church, (2) your Presbytery, (3) your Synod, and (4) your General Assembly. These “ask- 
ings” should not be lightly esteemed. The needs presented by each agency have been carefully 


studied, the reasonableness of requests weighed, and the “askings’ adopted for each cause 
made relevant to the needs of all. 


SPECIAL NEEDS 


In view of the increased cost of living the General Assembly has urged that a large increase 
in the “Joy Gift” be added to the askings for Ministerial Relief so that the ministers’ families 


on the rolls of Ministerial Relief and the Ministers’ Annuity Fund be more adequately provided 
for. 


THE FIVE-YEAR BUDGET 


The Presbyterian Program of Progress seeks large special gifts over a period of five years for 
three of the Church-wide Executive Committees—Foreign Missions, Home Missions, and Relig- 
ious Education and Publication. It seemed wise to the General Assembly, “‘in view of the press- 
ing needs immediately,” to put its work of Christian Education and Ministerial Relief in the 
Budget of the Church for an increased percentage. In addition to the amount formerly request- 
ed the Assembly requests an increase of $150,000.00 a year for five years. 


ENCOURAGING THE SYNODS 


These additional funds are to be used to develop more generous support and increased useful- 


ness to the Synods and their work for students and their institutions of higher education. As 
increased revenue becomes available it will be used: 


1. To further and strengthen the Student Work in all parts of the Church, $60,000.00 each 
year. 


. To maintain Competitive Scholarship Contests throughout the entire Church, $15,000.00. 





. To stimulate larger budget support to make our colleges more worthy and effective, $60,- 
000.00. 


. To challenge the Synods to more adequate support of their Theological Seminaries, $15,- 
000.00. 





Help The Program Make Rapid Progress—guiding and preparing our students to make Christ 
known as the answer to the world’s strife and fear and sin, and strengthening our Presbyterian 
Colleges and Theological Seminaries for their loyal and needed service. 


PRESBYTERIAN PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


Wade H. Boggs Executive Secretary William H. Hopper Treasurer 
410 URBAN BUILDING — LOUISVILLE (2) KENTUCKY 





























